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THERE are certain powers in human nature 
which ſeem to hold a middle place between the 
of bodily fenſe and the faculties of moral per- 
>: they have been called by a very general 
THE POWERS OP IMAGINATION, Like 
Fenternal ſenſes, they relate to matter and motion; 
Fit the ſame time, give the mind ideas analogous to 
of moral approbation and diflike. As they are 
Finlets of ſome of the moſt exquiſite pleaſures we are 
Svioted with, men of warm and ſenſible tempers 
. "Frſought means to recal the delightful pereeptions 
ifford, independent of the objects which original 
Sroduced them. This gave riſe to the imitative or 
wing arts; ſome of which, like painting and ſeulp- 
ditectiy copy the external appearances which 
admired in nature; others, like muſic and poe- 
ring them back to remembrance by ſigns unꝭver . 
FJ eſtabliſhed and underſtood. 


Jet theſe arts, as they grew more correct and deli. 


It, were naturally led to extend their imitation be- 


objefts of the imaginative powers; eſÞts 
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cially poetry, which making uſe of language as thij 
ſtrument by which it imitates, is conſequently be 
an unlimited repreſentative of every ſpecies and | 
of being. Yet as their primary intention was c 
expreſs the objects of imagination, and as they 
abound chiefly in ideas of that claſs, they of cour 
tain their original character, and all the different 
ſures they excite, are termed in general, r LTA 
OF IMAGINATION, 
The deſign of the following poem is to give 
of theſe, in the largeſt acceptation of the term! 
* that whatever our imagination feels from the 
able appearances of nature, and all the various 
* tainment we meet with either in poetry, pai 
* mulic, or any of the elegant arts, might be de 
* from one or other of thoſe principles in the cc 
tion of the human mind, which are here eſtat 
and explained.” 
In executing this general plan, it was neceſ 
of all to diſtinguiſh the imagination from our 
faculties, and then to characterize thoſe original 
or properties of being about which it is cc 
which are by nature adapted to it, as light is 
eyes, or truth to the underſtanding. Theſe pre 
Mr. Addiſon has reduced to the three general cla 
greatneſs, novelty, and beauty; and into theſe 
analyſe every object. however complex, which, 
perly ſpeaking, is delightful to the imagination 
ſach an object may alſo include many other ſot 


pleaſure; and its beauty, or novelty, or grat 
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ra-ftrcager iilipreſſion' by reaſon of this dene 
: Beſides this, the imitative/arts, eſpecially po⸗ 
owe much of their effect to a ſimilar exhibition 


pperties quite foreign to the imigination;! inſo- 


det with either ideas drawn from the external 
or trathy diſcovered" to the underſtanding,” or 
ilar eee eee wil final cauſes; or above 
erm ie reſt, with circuniſtances proper to awaken and 
the paſſions; It was therefore neceſſary to ents 
and exemplify theſe different ſpecies" of pled> 
eſpecially that from the paſſions, which as it is 
ie in the nobleſt works of human genius; ſo be» 
1 not a little ſurpriſing, gabe an 
—— the didactie turn of the poem. 
piece W n 


— + 


othels putts of the ſubject whict! An 
rain, or catrally m ad merſt the mind, 
e of a very different nature, that from ridicule, 

oÞnext to be conſidered. As this is the foundation 
comic manner in all the arts, and has been but 
imperfectly treated by moral writers, it was thought 
to give it a particular illuſtration, and to diſlin- 
aich. — Hom > ridicule of 

| — Here too a change of ſtile be- 
ry; ſuch a one as might yet be conſiſtent, 
—— 


that in every line of the moſt applauded” poems, - * 


parts of the ſubject: nor is it an eaſy taſk to gw 
force to images of this kind; without-run- 


— 
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ning eit her into the gigantic expreſſions of the m 
heroic, or the familiar and pointed raillery of pra 


ſatire; neither of which would have been proper Myme 
The materials of all imitation being thus laid eto th 
nothing now remained but to illuſtrate ſome x wh 
pleaſures which ariſe either from the relations of lt pa 
rent objects one to another, or from the nature ofWat m. 
tation itſelf. Of the firſt kind is that various and N be 
plicated reſemblance exiſting between, ſeveral 
the material and immaterial worlds, which is thei pat! 
dation of metaphor and wit. As it ſeems in a/ a 
meaſure to depend on the early aſſociations of cual pre 
as, and as this habit of aſſociating is the ſource olFtion 
ny pleaſures and pains in life, and on that accox of n 
a great ſhare in the influence of poetry and the, anc 
arts, it is therefore mentioned here, and its eſſeſiſen to 


ſcribed. Then follows a general account of vil li 
duction of theſe elegant arts, and the ſecondaryiſÞ< poin 
ſure, as it is called, ariſing from the reſemblaniiſa 
their imitations to the original appearances of alWinliſte; 


After which, the deſign is cloſed with ſome reflelifef life 
on the general conduct of the powers of imagi | 


and on their natural and moral uſefulneſs in life 
Concerning the manner or turn of compoſitions 
prevails in this piece, little can be ſaid with pt 
by the author, He had two models; that ant 
- ſimple one of the firſt Grecian poets, as it is 1 
Virgil in the Georgics, and the familiar epiſh 
of Horace. This latter has ſeveral advantages 
mits of a greater vatiety of ſtile; it more # 
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& the generality of readers, as partaking more of 
of converſation ; andeſpecially with the aſſiſtance 
ne, leads to a cloſer and more conciſe expreſſion, 
to this the example of the moſt perfect of modern 
who has ſo happily applied this manner to the 
of tt parts of philoſophy, that the public taſte is in 
re © meaſure formed to it alone. Yet, after all, the 
and a before us tending almoſt conſtantly to admira- 
| ind enthuſtaſm, ſeemed rather to demand a more 
the pathetic and figur'd ſtile. This too appeared more 
2 as the author's aim was not ſo much to give 
f precepts, or enter into the way of direct argu- 
ce tion, as by exhibiting the moſt engaging pro- 

of nature, to enlarge and harmonize the imagi- 

the a, and by that means inſenſibly diſpoſe the minds 
n to the ſame dignity of taſte in religion, morals, 

wil life. Tis on this account that he is ſo care- 

point out the benevolent intention of the author 
in every principle of the human conſtitution 

inſiſted on ; and alſo to unite the moral excellen- 

life in the ſame point of view with the meer ex- 

objects of good taſte; thus recommending them 

feammon to our natural propenſity for admiring what 
jonWautiful and lovely. The ſame views have alſo led 
to introduce ſome ſentiments which may perhaps 
tked upon as not quite direct to the ſubject; but 
they bear an obvious relation to it, the authority 
pil, the faultleſs model of didactic poetry, will 
hpport him in this particular. For the ſenti- 
themſelyes he makes no apology, | 
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BOOK Tur FIRST. 


\ 


ARGUMENTor THz FIRST Book 
| | AP 


HE ſubject propoſed; verſe 1, to 30. Diffienl 
treating it poetically; v. 45. The ideas 
divine mind. the origin of every quality pleaſing 
imagination; v. 56, to 78. The natural yarig 
- conſtitution in the minds of men, with its final 
to v. 96. The idea of a fine imagination, and the 
of the mind in the enjoyment of thoſe pleaſures 
it affords; v. 100, to 132, All the primary ple 
of imagination reſult from the perception of gre 
or wonderfulneſs; or beauty in objects; v. 145. 
- pleaſure from greatneſs, with its final cauſe; 
to 221, Pleaſure from novelty or wonderfulndi 
its final cauſe; v. 222, to 270, Pleaſure from 
with its final cauſe; v. 275, to 392. The cot 
of beauty with truth and good, applied to the « 
of life; v. 384. Invitation to the ſtudy of ma 
loſophy ; to v. 428. The different degrees of 
in different ſpecies of objects; v. 448. Colour; 
natural concretes; vegetables; animals ; the min 
445, to 475. The ſublime, the fair, the won 
the mind; v. 497, to 526. The conneftion 
imagination and the moral faculty; v. 557. Cond 


THE 


PLEASURES 


or. 


AGINATION. 


ares 
7 ; 2052 THE FIRST, 
45+ 4 


er H what attractive charms this good'y frame 
oc nature touches the conſenting hearts 

rtal men; and what the pleaſing ſtores 

h beautevus imitation thence derives 
* leck the poet's, or the painter's toil; 

Wrerſe vnfolds. Attend, ye gentle pow'rs 


of hcl delight and while I ſing abs 


m 


ine 7.] The word MUS1CAL is here taken in its 
inal and moſt extenſive import; comprehending 
el the pleaſures we receive from the beauty. or 
vificence of natural objects, as thoſe which ariſe -- 
ö poetry, paiuting, muſic, or any other of the ele- 
imaginative arts. In which ſenſe it has been al- 
uſed in our language by writers of unqueſtionable 
' 1 7. a — 
A > 


Where Shakeſpeare lies, be preſent : and with tl | 


The wand'ring footſteps of the youthful bard, 


The critic verſe employ'd; yet ſtill unſung | 
Lay this prime ſubje&, though importing moſt 


By dull obedience and the curb of rules, 
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Your gifts, your honours, dance around my tra 
Thou, ſmiling queen of every tuneful breaſt, 
Indulgent Fancy | from the fruitful banks 
Of Avon, whence thy roſy fingers cull 

Freſh flow'rs and dews to ſprinkle on the turf 


Let Fiftion come, upon her vagrant wings 
Wafting ten thouſand colours through the air, | 
And, by the glances of her magic eye, | 
Combining each in endleſs, fairy forms, 
Her wild creation. Goddeſs of the lyre 
Which rules the accents of the moving ſphere, F" 
Wilt thou, eternal Harmony! deſcend, 
And join this feſtive train? for with thee comes J* 
The guide, the guardian of their lovely ſports, 
Majeſtic Truth; and where Truth deigus to comb 
Her ſiſter, Liberty will not be far. | 
Be preſent all ye Genii who conduct 


New to your ſprings and ſhades : who touch his 
With finer ſounds; who heighten to his eye 
The bloom of nature, and before him turn 
The gayeſt, happicſt attitudes of things. 
Oft have the laws of each poetic ſtrain 


A poet's name: for fruitleſs is th' attempt 


For creeping toil to climb the hard aſcent 
Of high Parnaſſus. Nature's kindling break 


OF IMAGINATION, Bile F 
the choſen genius; nature's hang 38 
eint the path, and imp his eagle- wings 

ug o'er the painful ſteep to ſoar 3 
Is the ſummit: there to breathe at large 
Fial air; with bards and ſages old, 
al ſons of praiſe. Theſe flatt'ring ſcenes 
neglected labour court my ſong; 
t unconſcious what a doubtful taſk 
it the fineſt features of the mind, 
Yb molt ſubtile and myſterious things ö 
Feolour, ſtrength and motion. But the lore 
ure and the muſes bids explore, 
Þ ſecret paths crewhile untrode by man, 
fur poetic region, to detect 
d ſprings, to drink inſpiring draughts; 
e my temples with unfading flow'rs- 
rom the laureat vale's profound receſs, - 
| "Ft never poet gain'd a wreath before. | 
1 Fn heav'n 2 from heaven deſcends 
* W not uncon ſcious ] Lueret. TP v. gat, 
animi fallit quam ſint obſcura, ſed acri 
thyrſo laudis ſpes magna meum cor, 
incuſſit ſuavem mi in pectus amorem 
n; quo nune inſtinctus, mente vigenti 
oft eridum peragro loca, nullius ante 
Polo: juvat integros accedere fonteis, 
haurire : juvatque novos diſcerpere flores ; 
WFmque meo capiti petere inde coronam, 
nus nulli velarint tempora muſas. 
4 3 


N 


/ 


" of 
„ 


c 


T The moon ſuſpended her ſerener lamp; 
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The flame of genius to the human breaſt. chan 
And love and beauty, and poetie joy Peolde 
And inſpiration. Ere the radiant ſun + 


Sprung from the eaſt, or mid the vault of nights 
476 38 175 
Ere mountains, woods, or ſtreams adorn'd the glad o- 
Or wiſdom taught tho ſons of men her lore; hea 
Then liv'd th” eternal One: then deep-retir'd ferbs 
In his unfathom'd eſſence, view'd at large , fort 
The uncreated images of things; amy 
The radiant ſan; the moon's nocturnal ow | deſt 
The mountains, woods and ſtreams, the rolling glvrovy 
And wiſdom's form celeſtial. From the firſt. © Wtheſe | 
Of days, on them his love divine he fix d, + Þvorl 
His admiration : till in time compleat, 
What he admir'd and loy'd, his vital ſmile. 
Unfolded into being. Hence the breath 
Of life informipg each organie frame, 
Hence the green earth, and wild reſounding 1 
Hence light and ſhade alternate; warmth and cc 
And clear autumnal ſkies and vernal ſhow'rs, 
And all the fair variety of things. ow 
But not alike to every, mortal eye 
Is this great ſcene unveil'd. For ſince the claims ablir 
Of ſocial life, to diff 'rent labours urge 
The active pow'rs of man; with wiſe intent 
The hand of nature on peculiar minds 4 
Imprints a diff rent byaſs, and to each of 
Decrees its, province in the common toil, F 


To ſome (he taught the fabric of the we 4 


E i» 


OF FMAGINATION.,/B.1, | 9. 
changeful moon, the circuit of the ſtars, 87 
eolden zones of heav'n: to ſome ſhe. gave I 

igh the moment of eternal things, ELA 

ne, and ſpace, and fate's unbroken chain, 
Jvill's quick impulſe: others by the hand. 
d o'er vales and mountains, to explore 
healing virtue ſwells the tender veins 
rbs and flow'rs; or what the beams of morn 
forth, diſtilling from the tlifted rind 
my tears. But ſome, to higher hopes 
deſtin'd ; ſome within a finer mould 
ought, and temper'd with a purer flame. 
theſe the Sire omnipotent unfolds | 
-\& world's harmonious volume, there to read. 

& tranſcript of bimſelf, On ev'ry part 

trace the bright impreſſions of his hand: 
ch, or air, the meadows purple ſtores,  --. 
P moon's mild radiance, or the virgin's form 
ing with roſy ſmiles, they ſee portray'd | 
uncreated beauty, which delights. 202-4 
mind ſupreme. They alſo feel her charms; . 
tour'd, they partake th” eternal j joy. 4 
Memoon's marble harp, renown'd of i or 
ing ** to the e touch 


1 
22 
» 1418 — — 


ng 


F 5 i 3s ah a 


4 1 bar p] The Hate of Mem- 
o famous in antiquity, ſtood in the temple of Se- 
Fit Thebes, one of the great cities of old Egypt. 

* of a vety hard, iron-like ſtone, and, according to 

n, held in its hand a lyre, which being touched 


| 

: 

| 
| 
' 
: 
| 
' 


| 
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From nerve to nerve: all naked and alive 


Of Titan's ray, with each repulſive ſtring 
Conſenting, ſounded thro” the warbling air 
Unbidden ſtrains; ev'o ſo did nature's hand 
To certain ſpecies of external things, 

Attune the finer organs of the mind: 

So the glad impulſe of congenial pow'rs, 

Or of ſweet ſound, .or fair-proportion'd form, 
The grace of motion, or the bloom of light, 
Thrills thro' imagination's tender frame, 


They catch the ſpreading rays : till now the ſoul 
At length diſcloſes. every tuneful ſpring, 

To that harmonious movement from without, 
Reſponſive. Then the inexpreſſive train 
Diffuſes its iuchantment: fancy dreams. 

Of ſacred/fountains and Elyſian groves, | 
And vales of bliſs: the intellectual Po ]] e 
Bends from his awful throne @ wond'ring ear, 
And ſmiles: the paſſions gently ſooth'd away, 4 | 


Sink: to divine repoſe, and love and joy, © © Peer 
Alone are waking ; love and joy, ſerene 12 
As airs that fan the ſummer. O! attend, Nied 


Whoe er thou art whom theſe delights can — 
Whoſe candid boſom the refining love 
Of, nature warms, O! liſten to my ſong; gn 


by the ſun-beams, emitted a diſtin and” agt 
ſound. Tacitus mentions it as one of the particular 
rioſuies which Germanieus took notice of in his 
ney through Egypt; and Strabo affirms that be 


many othcrs, heard it, 


i977 


ieach thy ſolitude her voice to hear, 
point her lovelieſt features to thy view. 
oo then, whate'ey of nature's pregnant a 
er of mimic art's reflected forms | 
h love and admiration thus inflame 2 
I pow'rs of fancy, her delighted ſons . 
"Free illuſtrious orders have referr'd ; 
P. ſiſter- graces, whom the painter's hand, 
P poet's tongue confeſſes; the ſublime, 
ul SM wonderful, the fair. I ſee them dawn ! 
de radiant viſions, where they riſe, / 
lovely than when Lucifer diſplays 
Pbeaming forehead thro? the gates of morn, 
Pied the train of Phoebus and the ſpring, 
*. Y. why was man ſo eminently rais'd 
"Ws the vaſt creation ; why ordain'd 


PW 


_ 


. why was man, &c.] In apologizing for the 
Went negligence of the ſublimeſt authors of Greece, 
"Moe god. like geniuſes,” ſays Longinus, * were well 
d that nature had not intended man for a low- 
ited or ignoble being : but bringing us into life 
the midſt of this wide univerſe, as before a mul- 
le aſſembled at ſome heroic ſolemnity, that we 
bt be ſpectators of all her magnificence, and ean- 


4 b 


therefore implanted in our ſouls an inextinguiſh- 
love of every thing great and exalted, of every 
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| will guide thee to her fav'rite walks, 136 


* 
ut 
3 
4 
| 


| 
! 
i 
- i, 7 
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4 
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tes high in emulation for the prize of glory; ihe by 


which appears divine beyond our comprehenſi- 
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Thro' life and death to dart his piercing eye. 
With thoughts beyond the limit of his fame; . 
But that th! Omnipotent might ſend him forth . 
In fight of mortal and immortal pos.. 
As on a boundleſs theatre, to run 5 179 \ 
The great career of juſtice; to exalt 

His gen'rous aim to all diviner deeds ;' 

To ſhake each partial purpoſe from his breaſt; 
And thra' the-miſts of paſſion and of ſenſe, 
And thro' the toſſing tide of chance and pain 
To hold his courſe unfak ring, while the voie: 
Of truth and virtue, vp the ſteep aſcent - __ 
Of nature, calls him to his high reward; : 
Th” applauding ſmile of heav'n? Elſe wherefotel 
In mortal boſoms, this unquenched hope þ 
That breathes from => to day ſublimer things, : 


moc 
ſuc 


8 


—e— 


on. Whence it comes to paſs, that even. the 
world is not an object ſufficient for the depth al 
*. pidity of human imagination, which often "_ P 
*-beyond the limits. of alb that ſurrounds us. =” 
man caſt his eye through the whole circle of « * 
%. iltence, and conſider how eſpecially it abounũ 
% cellent and grand objects, be will ſoon ackn]¹]⁹⁰⁹¹] 
e for. what enjoyments and purſuits we were 6 
Thus by the very propenſity of nature we are 
* admire, not little ſprings or ſhallow rivolets, bs 
+ clear and delicious, but the Nile, the Rhine. #8 ® 
nube, and much more than all, the Ocean, #60” 
| Longia, de 3ublim.'$ 


— 


TW -or 1MAGINATION.' . 1. re 
mocks poſſeſſion ? wherefore darts the mind, 169 
ſuch reſiſtleſs ardor to imbrace } 
Fol forms? impatient to be ſree, ; 
Ping the groſs controul of wilful might; 

N of the ſtrong contention of ber toils ; 
to be daring? Who but rather turns 
beav'n's broad fire his unconſtrained view, 
to the glimm'ring of a waxen flame? 


— ” . 


eat, from Alpine beights his lab ring eye 
ea round the wide horizon to ſarvey 
Nile or Ganges rowl his waſteful tide 
wa? „mountains, plains, thro'empires black with ſhade, 
N continents of ſand; will turn his gaze 
* oerk the windings of a ſcanty till 


murmurs at his feet? The high. born ſoul 

ans to reſt her heav'n · aſpir ing wing 

\ its native quarry. Tir'd of earth 

[this djurnal ſcene, (be ſprings aloft 

fields of air; purſues the flying (form; 

on the volley'd lightning thro! the heav'ns; 

dk'd with whirlwinds and the northern blaſt, 
s the long tract of day. Then high ſhe ſoars ' 


2 blue profound, and hovering o'er the fun 

. bim pouring theredundant ſtream 
* lpht ; bebolds bis unrelenting ſway $4 
1 the reluQant planets to abſolve | 


fated rounds of time. Thence far eſſus d 
darts her ſwiftneſs up the long carcer 
Wievious comets ; thro! its burning ſigns 


Waking circles the perennial wheel 
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Of nature, and looks back on all the ſtars. 
Whoſe blended light, as with a milky one, 
Inveſts the orient. Now amaz'd the views 
Th' empyreal waſte, where happy ſpirits hold, 
Beyond this concave, heav'n their calm abode 3" 
And fields of radiance, whoſe unfading light + 
Has travell'd the profound fix thouſand years, 
Nor yet arrives in ſight of mortal things. | 
Ev'n on the barriers of the world untir'd © 8 
She meditates th? eternal depth belo p; 
Till, half-recoiling, down the headlong ſteep 
She plunges; ſoon o'erwhelm'd and ſwallow'd up * 
In that immenſe of being. There her hopes 
Reſt at the fated goal. For from the birth 


- oy 


_—_— 


The empyreal waſte.) Ne ſe peut-il/point qu 
© un grand cſpace au de la de la region des etoiles? 
ce ſoit le ciel empyree, ou non, toujours cet 
* immenſe qui environne toute cette region, 
Etre rempli de bonheur et de gloire. II pourt 
* congu comme l'ocean, où fe rendent les 
toutes les creatures bienheureuſes, quand elles i 
* venues à leur perfection dans le ſyſtème des ety 
Leibnitz dans la Theodicee, part. i. § 19. 
' Whoſe unfading light, &c.) It was a notion © 
great Mr. Huygens, that there may be fixed ial 
ſuch a diſtance from our ſolar ſyſtem, as th 
light ſhall not have had time to reach us, even | 
the creation of the world to this day. 4 


” or thAbidiffok'sr, 
| man, the ſov'reign maker faid, ne 
bot in bash be ia befet debt. NN 
ia the fading echoes of renden. 0 
ee eee 

——— Dͤ— 
ing diſdainful to an equal 2 
— Fo 
1 "% 


nänite perfection cloſe the ſcene. 


all now to mind what high, dee 
BE. 1 up in man; how far beyond 

| en Try og 
-— Ftore'to perfection balf divine. 

the blooming ſoul? What pity then” 

I floth*s un kindly fogs depreſs to earth = 


* 


nder bloſſom; choak the ſtreams of life, 


her ſpring! Far otherwiſe delign's | 
pd wiſdom; nature's happy cares 


L heart far otherwiſe inline. 4 J 
Ks the frightly joy when aogh ankoown oi; 
de quick ſenſe, uad wikes esch ative pow'r 
iker meaſures : witneſs the neglet — 
3 | 


henry, {tis here kad that b g 
nee of the love of novelty, ' objets which at 
e bigbly delightful to the mind, loſe chat ef- 
repeated attention to them. But the inſtance 
u oppoſed to this obſeryation; for there, ob- 

'B p | 


n "Cap 409 »55 * 
ich tran 


| ſport once; the fond, attentive gang, 
of young aſtoniſhment; the ſober cal 1.4 
of age, commenting on pr edigious things., -. 

For wy Ark of bers a 


jets a firſt fd, eld ar ln. une water in 
greeable by repeated attention. * 
The difficuky in this caſe will be remove. 
conſider, that when objeQts, at firſt agreeable, h 
influence by frequently recurring. the m . 
paſſive and the perception involuntary; 
the other hand, generally ſuppoſes choice ap 
accompanying it; ſo that the, pleaſure Ie 
from the Ae but from the wind's conlgions 
mination of its own adtivity ; and conſequently. 
ſes in proportion to the frequency of that dete 
It will ſti be urged perbags, that 3 
diſagreeable objeQs renders ther et length, a6 
even when there. is no room for the mind 1976 
20 at all. In this caſe, the 
for. one of theſe. . 1 ori 2 e 


The pleaſure from habit may Wet ke = 
The object a at firſt gave uneaſineſs : this une 


* dually wears off as ech grows N . 


wind findigg it at laſt igtiraly remand, tg 

| tuajiop really pleaſurable, Wet wich wh 
experienced before. 14 
The die gonceived of the Seien ar Gf 


EL ar n oe N 
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b bel eres eber anls be pipe k 15 
r * 


being noeeſſituted to-review it ten, may i - 
b peogeive terial iflabig"ab'de reconciled to 
it had looked va with averſion. In which caſe, 
of inſtin&ivejoſtice naturally leads it ko mike &- - 1 
$ for the injury, e eee — . 


ob hondneſi 
r laſtly, though the object —— 
 diſagreeable, yet cireumſlanees of pleaſure or good 
ze may occor along whit, | Thus an alſociatioh 
ariſe in the mind. fund ĩhe obyeẽi hever be remem- 
without thoſe plraſing eiroumſtuntet attending it; 
ich mann de angebe Marea it of ficſ 
a with rages, mire ra d BI. /, 
2 ai, defire 
— fretoyd=iy: mene 
founded though it is evident rhe mere 
odjelt makes it agreeable, even where the mh 
ai Ce with the leaſt degree of wonder: where - 
ler indeed always implies noveky, being bever 
Aby commbh- or well-known appearances. Bat 
aſury in dei enſer is explicuble fron the fame 
: te the acquifition of knowledge und enlarge- 
of our views of nature: und on this ut It is. 
ul to treat of them together. 
B 2 


* | 
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16 1 THE PL BAS0/t2's 1 6 = | 


| Ta paint its power? for this the daring yourlv/s 
Breaks from, his weeping mother's anxious ar 
In foreign climes to rove: the penſive ſuge. 
| Heedleſs of ſleep. or midnight/s harmful: dampy 1 
Hangy o'er the dickly taper; and untir'd 1 20 
' The virgio follows, with inchanted ep,--, 
The mazes. of ſome wild and wond'rovs tale; £08 
From; morn Pore a es: 1 
Unmindful of the happy dreſs.that ſtole 4 
The wiſhes of the youth, when every madd 
With envy pin'd. Hence finally, by night: 1014 4 
The village matron, round tbe blazing hearthy wut 
Suſpends the infart-audience with ber tales ee 
Breathing aſtoniſhment! of witching rp we. 
And evil ſpirits ; of the deaih · bed call bh 
To him who robb'd the widow, and: bes | 
The orphan's portion; of unquiet ſouls _ 
Ris u from the grave to caſe the heavy vile i | 
Of deeds in life conceal'd; of ſhapes that walk ; 
At dead of night, and clank their chains, and 
The torch of hell around che wurd'rer's — 
At ev'ry ſolemn. panſe the crowd recoil! ö 
Gazing each other ſpeechleſs, and congeal'- 0 
With ſhiv'r ing ſigbs: ll eager for thꝰ even | 
Around the beldame all ereQ they bang. 
Each trembling heart with grateful terrors c 
Baut lol difclos'd in all her ſmiling cabin 1 
Where Beauty onward moving ddaims the verſe 1 
Her charms inſpire: the freely- flowing vetſe 
In thy immortal praiſe, O form di ine. 


'wi 


+ xt Avi wat ont . 177 
s her elnquest ſtrerm. dry IR 
regal dome, and thy entiveniog ray” 


o/ roofe adore : thou, better ſun! 7 
er beameſt on th inchavitef heart = | 
' 12108, 204 hermonions wonder, * 


Brighteſt prageny of bew 


a Le earthy I 
eee bes ts emülate thy blem: x. 
Wo then, my ag tre nitare's wide expanſe, © 
then, and gather all her-comeſieſt wealth, 
er bright” ſpoils the Nord earth contain, 


cer the waters, or the dale,” Al 

K thy Tevely labour. Wilt thou 7 

Wo loghing a8tdrii te U“ AtlitHIC Hes; 

ange with kim tb Heſperian field, 2 
Mr bis fingers ace che Nanni grove, 


| by che poets for the ihildneſe and frutey of 

te; for the-gardens of che danghters of fle- 
Wks brother or Aug ; and ch drigan oeh en- 
ne Bile beiten fruit, an x wa dun by 
2 Hercules. THAT 
7 Bark 
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as THE PLEASY RES 16 
Where, gliding thro! his daughter's bonour'd: 
The ſmooth Peneus from his glaſſy oog 
RefleQts purpureal Tempe's pleaſant ſeems] Loaf 
Fair Tempe! haunt belov'd of ſylvan pow'rs; i. 
Pf aywphe and{fangs.5 whers.ju. tha aniven Way ; 
They play'd in ſecret on the ſhady brink / 4 
With ancient Pan: — choral flog 
Young hours and genial gales with conſtant hand 

 Show'r'd bloſſoms, odours, ſhow'r'd ambroſial dew 

And ſpring's Elyſian bloom. — 
To thee nor Tempe ſhall refuſe ; nor watch 
Of winged Hydra guard Heſperian fruits 
From thy free ſpoil. O bear then, — ll 
Where young Dione ſtays. With ſweeteſt aing.4 | 

., Tntice ber forth 40 lend her angel - form = 

i! — an Hither turn 

| Thy graceful footſteps; hither, „ 

| Incline thy poliſh'd forehead; let thy eyes * 

| 


\ 
{ 
| 
| 


Effaſe the mildneſs of their azure dan 4 - 
And may the fanning breezes waft aſide dep 
Thy radiant locks, diſſolving as it bends _. 

5 With airy ſoftneſs from the marble neck 
The cheek fair-blooming, and the ehr 
— — 
arm ung 1 


© Where: gliding, thro! his daughter's bonour'd, 
1 the daughter of Feneus, wan 


200% ee % 
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rn e 
hier I'd ſing: then all th' enamour'd youth, 

h each admiring virgin, to my lyre , 
throng attentive, while I point on hi 
re beauty's living image, like the morn | 1 
————— — 

» onward ; or as Venus, when = 
gent onthe pearly car, and ſmil'd, 

d from the deep, and conſcious of her form, 

ſee the Tritons tune their vocal ſhells, - 


each cerulean ſiſter of the flood t 21 ef 
h fond acclaim attend her o'er the waves, - 
I ſeek th? Idalian bow'r.. Ye filing band. 
youths and virgins, who thro” all the maze . 
Vong defire with rival ſteps purſue. 

s charm of beauty; png 0 pens #20 


"14s 


wot mean to wake the gloomy form. 
erate 4 iT 
ad the jealous thund'rer fire the heav'ns, 
Wt you from your joys: my chearfal be 
— eideuaereichſhc "'D 
with your gen'rous ardour in the chace; |... > 
rm ns you Then tell me, for you know,.. de 
beauty ever deign,to.dwell where health 


1 . 14 een 


— 


10 
ir ſoft allurement, Then the pleaſing force . 


— 


"1 


„„ ru enn 
'Confeſs'd in anghr, whoſe moſt pecullar endes 
Are lame and fruitleſs? Or did nature n 
This awful ſtamp the herald of a lye; _ 
To hide the ſhame of diſord and difeaſe, - 1.0 
And cateh with feir hypoerify the heart "7: 8008 
Of idle faith? © no! with better cares. 
Th' indulgent mother, eonfeions how inßem 
| 8 | 
By this illuſtrious imege, in esch kind © =—— 
ill moſt iſluſtrioos where the objec? held. 
| Its native powers moſt perfect, the by this 
WH Vlumes the headlong impulſe of defire, 3 ita 
And ſanctißes his choice. The generous gebs ⁵ 
Wboſe boſom fees with verdare, en, 


Ter! 
I 


Of ſtreams delieioub to thb chief b.. 4 
= The bloom of nv! uſage rip to fon 1 
l r 5x5 48700 1 in. 


ll Arc enly pledges ore ſiate Hater: 

Th' integrity —— frams,: o 
When all is well within, and every end/ + £57 $048 
The lovely miniftre(ſs of truth ud ο 7 11108 
In this dark world : for truth und good are o 

And — — * | 


| And Wobty —— ce.) · Do yo 

ſays Sokrates to bis Rbertine difeiple, * that wt 

* is not ae beantifa?? Have you Mot vb WY 
. * theſe appesrasees thrays wiede? na Rt 


oy 1 46 1 N ATIO Vn. 8. 1. 
like participatien. - Wherefore then, 376 
bas of ear! would you difſolve the ty 


i — rener 
we +, i the ſums rſpe x9 which vecullit good, 5 
oer acknowledged to be beautiful alſo, In the cha- 
2 of men we always join the two denominatt. 
together. The beauty of buman bodies, eorreſ- 


nds, in like manner, with that oeconomy of parts 
ich conſtitutes them good; and in all the circum - 
ces which occur in life, the ame object is con- 
uly accounted both beautiful and good; inaſmuck 
it anſwers the purpoſes for-which it was deſigu di 
7 © -Xenophont. memorab./Seerati J. 3. ©. 8. 
UF This excellent obſervation. has been illuſtrated and 
nded by the noble reſtorer of ancient philoſophy z 
the CharaQeriſtics, vol. ii p. 399 and 422. and 
M. p. 187. And his molt ingenious diſciple has 
larly ſbeun that it holds in the general laws of 
e, in the works of art, and the eondudtof the ſei- 
Inquiry into the original of our ideas of beauty 
weine; Treat. 1. § 8. As to the connt con be- 
beauty and truth, there are two opinions con- 
g it. Some philoſophers aſſert an independent 
variable law in nature, in conſequence of which 
ional beings muſt alike perceive beauty in-ſome 
—— and deformity in the contrary. And 
We 2 1s | 
Ins the Athenians did in a wag as by 
| and xarordyal.a · + 4 


- 


\ 
l 
* 8 


8 1 re 


O wherefore, with a taſb, zmperfect aim, 

Seek you thoſe flow'ty joys with which: — 

Of laviſh faney paints esch f. tt riog ſcene n 
Where beauty feerns to dwell, — OY 
Where: is the ſanctꝭon of erernal truth, nn 
or where the ſeal of undeceſtful good, +205! 1 3H 70 tr 
To fave your ſearch from folly? Wanting tha wo 
r 2 * 
— — — les 
Po IE I AP er 268 
verſal aad unchaugtable law of truth. /: Fo 


+ — —— 
ha telative and arbitrary thing; that indeed it 
| benevolent deſigu in nature to annex fo delights 
ſenſation to thoſe objects which are beſt and molt j 

FeQ in themſelves, that fo we: might be engaged i 

thoice of them at once, and without fiaying to Wl 
their, uſefulneſs from their ſtructure and effeltsy? 
that it id not impoſſible, in a phyſical ſenſe, th 
beings of equal capacities for truth. ſhould perceif6'l 
of them beauty and the other defortaity, in the 
relations. Aud upon this ſuppoſuiom, by that 
which is always connected with beauty, nothiag 
enn be meant then the conformity of any c 
thoſe proportions upon which, after careful 
don, the beanty” of that. ſperies is foudd to 
Polyeletus for inſtance, the famous ſculptor of $ 
from an accurate mcnſuracion of the ſevird an” 
the molt pet fec human bodies, deduced. 
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irn dhe glint'ciog of en idiot Y "ub | 
ans 8 — AN 

P oachful hope that ſhines upon your bearts, 
.£ hill'4.or clovded — tadk 17:2 ener 
£4 learn the lorę of undeceirbul prod, alt: cl Lie A 
„rnb cte rod. Tha“ the poig'voys carme 
A baleful ſupexſlition; guide the feet t 
we ſervile numbers. thro a. dreary way 593 HD 
| _— * 
leave the wrezebed pilgrim all forlorn y 
muſe, 64 laſl. amid the ghoſily-glooms | 
2 15. 
walk eee => 
Po REN - Q 
the dreadful workings of his hearty K 
be not you ee ede Gates 1:5 18dT 
lovely ſearch illuminsa. From the groe 
Te wiſdom talk'd with ber Athenian ſons 


| [Plato's olivg with the Mancuar bay, Nui ass u 
l ey pow'rfub voice ar nec d 
6 0 
N of proportion a which was the rule of all ſucceed 
xtills. Suppaſna tate modelled according to this 
A man off mere natural taſte, upon looking'« 
eee propoions, ce 
Inires it beauty ; whereas 2 profeſſoy of the art up- 
= bis mcaſures-to the head, the neok; or the hand, 

without attending to its beauty, rn 
tmanſbi 22K d. 


f 8 
14 


1 my ambitious bands intwine ref ũ rr 


Of laurel'd ſcience and hatmonious rt. 


| When ſummer ſales, to warn the melting beim 
Ot luxury's allurement; whether firm 


214 +! THz PLaASUvNTS IH 
Theſe monkiſh-horrors: then in light divine "908 
Diſcloſe th/?Elyſkun proſpect, where the ſteße n. 
Of thoſe whom nature charms, thro' b " v8 
Thro' fragrant mountains and poitic-Rventas) i be. 
Amid the train of ſages, heroes, bards, s 
Led by their winged genius and the choir '- TT . 


Proceed euulting to th! eternal bine. 


| Where truth inthron'd with her celeſtial twinte,. th. 


The undivided partners of her ſway, + all 
With good and beauty, reigns. O tet not us, lea 
Lull'd by luxurious pleaſure's languid ſtrain, Nou 
Or crouching to the frown: of bigot-rage, "4.38% 


O let not us a moment pauſe to join ri 
The god-like band. ä 
That firſt awaken'd my — 


Will to my invocation breathe anew - - . {14 iſ 
The tuneful ſpirit ; then thro! e parked - 2:4 
Ne'er ſhall the ſound of this devoted lyre 
Be wanting; whether on the roſy med. 


Againſt the torrent and the ſtubborn bil! 


To urge bold virtue's unremitted nerve. Ni T 


And wake the ſtrong divinity of foul - © 


That conquers chance and fate; or whether firuelF pur 


ſoch t 


For ſounds of triumph, to proclaim her tolls 
Upon the lofty ſummit, round her bro al dluſ 
To twine the wreatbe of incorruptive praĩſe; Net 
To trace her hallow d light thro' future world ae 
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ſs heaven's image in the beaxt of man. 437 
as, with a fauhfal aim have we preſum d. 
rrous, to delineate nature's form; 
her in vaſt, majeſtic pomp array d. 
ſt for pleaſing wonder, or ſerene 
uty'! s roly ſmile. It now remains, 
various being's fair proportion'd ſeaje, 
e the riſing luſtre of her charmg,. 
their firſt twilight, Mining forth at length 
el meridian ſplendour. Of degree 
least and lowlieſt in th' effulive warmth 
urs mis gling with a random blaze, _ 
beauty dwell. Then higher iu the line 
oriation of determin'd ſhape, 
ec tcuth's eternal meaſures mark the bound 
cle, cube, or ſphere. The third aſcent 
x this varied ſymmetry of parts 
 colour's bland allarement ; as the pearl 
ins the concaye of its azure bed, 

WY pioted ſhells indent their ſpeckled wreath, 
more attractive riſe the blooming forms 
which the breath of nature bas infus'd 

raial power to draw with pregnant veins 
ious moiſture from the bountequs earth, 
ind ſeed prolific : thus the ffow'rs 
WW purple honouts with the ſpring reſume; 
the ſtately tree which autumn bends 
dluſbiog treaſures. But more lovely till 
bre's charm, where to the full conſent 
cated members, to the bloom 
C F 


26 " THE PLEASURES | 
Of colour, and the vital change of growth, 
Life's holy flame and piercing ſenſe are gion 
And active motion ſpeaks the temper'd ſoul ;\,® 
So moves the bird of Juno; ſo the ſteed . 
With rival ardour beats the duſty plain, al 4 
And faithful dogs with eager airs of joy ß by 
Salute their fellows. Thus doth beauty dwell Ib 
There moſt conſpicuons, ev'n in outward ſhape, 7 
Where dawns the high expreſſion of a mind: Ii ; 
By ſteps conducting our inraptur'd ſearch ' bel 
To that eternal Origin, whoſe pow'r, 1 
Thro? all thꝰ unbounded ſymmetry of things, 
Like rays effulging from the parent ſun, ' © 
This endleſs mixture of her charms diffus'd. 
Mind, Mind alone, bear witneſs, earth and! 
The living fountains in itſelf contains 

Of beauteous and ſublime: here, hand in hand 
Sit paramount the Graces ; here inthron'd, 
Celeſtial Venus, with divineſt airs, 

Invites the ſoul to never-fading joy. | 
Look then abroad thro” nature, to the range 
Of planets, ſuns, and adamantine ſpheres * * 
Wheeling unſhaken thro? the void immenſe; 1 
And ſpeak, O man ! does this capacious ſcene * 
With half that kindling majeſty dilate 
Thy ſtrong conception, as when Brutus roſe 


As when Brutus roſe, &c ] Cicero himſelf 
this fact. Caeſare interfeto—ſtatim e | 
| 1 


OF IMAGINATION. 3.1, 


gent from the ſtroke of Caeſar's fate, 
the croud of patriots; and his arm 
extending, like eternal Jove | 
2 guilt brings down the thunder, call'd 4. 4 
*YTully's name, and ſhook his crimſon eel, / 
bade the father of bis country, hail! 
lo! the tyrant proſtrate on the duſt, | 
Rome again is free? ls aught ſo fair 
ll the dewy landſcapes of the ſpring, 
e bright eye of Heſper or the morn, 
Nature's faireſt forms, is aught ſo fair 
Nurtuous friendſhip? as the candid bluſh 
him who ſtrives with fortune to be juſt ? 
graceful tear that ſtreams for other's woes? 
he mild majeſty of private life. 
re peace with ever · blooming olive crowns 
e gate ; where honour's liberal hands cffuſe 
Svy'd treaſures, and the ſnowy wings 
innocence and love protect the ſcene ? 
Ne more ſearch, undiſmay d, the dark profound 
nature works in ſecret ; view the beds 
min'ral treaſure, and th' eternal vault 
Wt bounds the hoary ocean; trace the forms 
atoms moving with inceſſant change 
Neir elemental round; behold the ſeeds 


tollens M. Brutus pugionem, Ciceronem nomina- | 
elf Im exclamavit, atque ei recuperatam libertatem eſt 
tulatus.“ Cic, Philipp. 2. 13. 
| C3 


Attentive turn; from dim oblivion call 
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| Of being, ani the energy of life _ 
Kindling the muſs with ever-aQtive fames 7 

Then to the ſecrets of the working 'mind © 7 


Her fleet, ideal band; and bid them, go! 
Break thro! timets buerier, and oferrake the tony! n 
That ſaw the heavins create: then declare E. 
If aught were found in thoſe external'ſcenes P. 
To move thy wonder now. For what are al! kb p 
The forms which brute, unconſcious matter wen 
_ Greatneſs of bulk, or ſymmetry of parts? 

Not reaching to the heart, foon feeble grows 
The ſuperſicial impulſe; dull their charms, 
And ſatiate ſoon, and pall the languid eye. 
Not fo the moral ſpecies, or thepow'rs 
Of genius and:defign; ih“ ambitious mind 
There fees herſelf: by theſe congenial forms 
Touch'd and awaken'd, with inten ſer at © 
She bends each nerve, and tneditatos well pteay/d f u 
Her features in the mirror. For of all 1 
Thꝰ inbabitants of varth, to man alone 5 
Creative wiſdom gave to lift his eye N 
To truth's eternal meaſures; thence to ftame 
The ſacred laws of action and of will. 
Diſeerning juſtice from vnequal deeds, 

And temperance from folly. But beyond 
This energy of truth, whoſe dictates bind 
Aſſenting reaſon, the benignant fire, 

To deck the honour d paths of juſt and good. 
Has added bright imagination's rays; — 


OF IMAGINATION. 3.1. 
re virtue, riſing from the awful depth - $48 
truth's myſterious boſom, doth forſake 
unadorn'd condition of her birth; | 
dreſs d by fancy in ten thouſand hues, 
mes a various feature, to attract. 
=, Ran reſponſive to each gazer's eye, 
Pee bearts of men. Amid his rural walk, 
ingenuous youth whom ſolitude inſpires 
« With pureſt wiſhes, from the penſive ſhade 

holds her moving like a virgia-muſe . 
Nut wakes her lyre to ſome indulgent theme 
barmony and wonder: while among | 
Pee herd of ſervile minds, her ſtrenuous form 
gnant flaſhes on the patriot's eye, 
| thro the rolls of memory appeals 
ancient honour ; or in act ſerene, 
watchful, riſes the majeſtic ſword 221 
public pow'r, from dark ambition's reach 
. DHguard the ſacred volume of the laws. ear 
A Genius of ancient Greece! whoſe faithful ſteps 
al pleas'd I follow thro” the ſacred paths 
Future and of ſcience ; nurſe divine 


7 > 


ven 


] Viere virtue riſing from the awful depth 

* —_ myſterious boſom, & According to.thi 
Non of thoſe who aſſert moral obligation to be 

I on an immutable and univerſal law, and that 

het tc feeling which is uſually called the moral ſenſe, 

* determined by the peculiar temper of the imagi- 

C3 


30 THE PLASASUR'ES » 
Dell heroic deeds and fair defires! | 
O! let the breath of thy extended praĩſe | 
Inſpire my kindling boſom to: thetheight | 1447 
Of this untempted theme. Nor be my thoughts | 
Preſumptuous counted, af, amid/the calm 
That ſmoaths this vernal evening into miles, 
I ſteal impatient from the ſordid haunts :22 WM 
Of ſtrife and dom ambition, to attend i 
Thy ſacred:preſence in the ſylvan ſhade, 
By their malignant footſtepa neler profan d'. 
Deſcend, propitious j to my frvourd exe 
Such in thy mien, thy warm exalted nir, 
As when the Perſun tyraat, fail d and lung 
With ſhame and deſperation, guaſh'd his tectnx 
To ſee thee rend the-pageants of his throne; | 
And at the light'ning df thy liſted per 
| Crouch'd like a flave. : Bring all your martial ſpails 
1 Thy palms, thy laurels, thy triawphal ſongs, | | 
| Thy ſmiling band of arts, eby-godlike ies 
Of divil wiſdom, tbyiberaic youth 
Warm from! the ſchools / bf glory. eee 
| | 'Thro' fair Lyecum/s walk, the gream ectreats 
N 
N 


fan 
he ff 

n 
nat 


Of Academus,-and che thymy. vale, jo 
Where oft dnchanted with Socratic ſounds, 
Hiſſas pure devolvfd his tuneſul r m 


AJ The ſoboobof Azifiotle. 
.;Frademus. ] Phe ſchool of. Plato. 
Liſſas.] .Qne of the river on which Athens? 


* 
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ntler murmurs. From the blooming ſtore 59g 
Wieſe auſpicious fields, may I unblam'd 
zoſplant ſome living bloſſoms to adorn 
native clime : while far above the flight 
fancy's plume aſpiring, I unlock 
"Mic ſprings of ancient wiſdom ; while I join 
name, thrice honour'd ! with th' immortal praiſe 
"MW nature; while to my compatriot youth 

eint the high example of thy ſons, x 
tune to Attic themes the Britiſh lyre. 


" 


— 


Plato, in ſome of bis fineſt dialogues lays the 
of the converſation with Socrates on its banks. 


THE END OF THE FIRST BOOK, 
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BOOK Taz SECOND, 


ARGUMENT or TxE SECOND BOOK, 


HE ſeparation of the works of imagination from \ 
philoſophy, the caiiſe of their abuſe among 
moderns ; to verſe 41. Proſpect of their re-union 
der the influence of public liberty; to v. 6s. Enur 
ration of accidental pleaſures, which increaſe the e 
of objects delightful to the imagination. The 
ſures of ſenſe; v. 73. Particular circumſtances of 
mind; v. 84. Diſcovery of truth; v. 97. Pe 
of contrivance and deſign; v. 121. Emotion of * 1 
ſions; v. 136. All the natural paſſions partake of hir 
pleaſing ſenſation, with the final cauſe of this contunyy 
tion illuſtrated by an allegorical viſion, and exempuyts 
| fied in ſorrow, pity, terror and indignation ; from Wu, . 
255 to the end. | ; 1 line 
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IMAGINATION. 
w © 00k ruE SECOND, 


he ple 
s oft 


HEN ſhall the laurel and the vocal ſtring 
Reſume their honours? When ſhall we behold 

the pa rhe tuneful tongue, the Promethean hand | 

ke of Iſpire to ancient praiſe? Alas! how faint, 

oo How flow the dawn of beauty and of truth 

rem Freaks the reluctant ſhades of Gothic night 

from A yppich yet involve the nations! Long they groan d 
I eneath the furies of rapacious force; 

Oft as the gloomy north, with iron ſwarms 

Tempeſtuous pouring from her frozen raves, 

Blaſted th' Italian ſbore, and ſwept the works 

Of liberty and wiſdom down the gulph _ 

Of all-devouring night. As long immur'd 

In noontide darkneſs by the glimm'ring lamp, 

Each muſe and each fair ſcience pin'd away 

The ſordid hours : while foul, barbarian hands 


_— 
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Their myſteries profan'd, unſtrung the lyre, 
And ebain'd the ſoaring pinion down to earth 


At laſt the muſes roſe, and ſpurn'd their bonds, 1 * 

And wildly warbling ſcatter'd, as they flew, | 

Their blooming wreaths from fair Valcluſa's bow'rs here 

To Arno's myrtle border and the ſhore d 

Of ſoft Parthenope.. But ſtill the rage Bf 
q — — 


9 7 = % k - | * 

At laſt the muſes roſe, &c.] About the age of Hi 
Capet, the founder of the third race of French kings 
the poets of Provence were in high reputation; a 
of ſtrolling bards or rhapſodiſts, who went about tl 
courts of ptinces and noblemen, entertaining them 
feſtivals with muſic and poetry. They attemy 
both the epic ode and ſatire, and abounded in a 
fantaſtic vein of fable, partly allegorical, and | 
founded on traditionary legends of the Saracen 
Theſe were the rudiments of the Italian poetry. 
their taſte and compoſition muſt have been extrem 
 barbarous, as we may judge by thoſe that followed? 
turn of their fable in much politer times; ſuch as1 
- Bernardo Taſſo, Arioſto, &c. | 
Valcluſa.) The famous retreat of Franceſco Þ 
cha, the father of Italian poetry, and bis miſtreſs La 
ra, a lady of Avignon. 

Arno] The river which runs by Fran 
birth-place of Dante and Boccacio. 
Parthenope ] Or Naples, the birth-place of 80 
zaro. The greys Torquato Taſſo was born at $0 
in the kingdom of Naples, 5 
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ambition, and gigantic pow'r, e 146 

7 poblic aims, and from the buſy ax 

 / Mevil commerce, drove the bolder train 

netrating ſcience to the cells, 

ws Mere ſtudious eaſe conſumes the ſilent hour 

lowy ſearches and vunfruitfol care. - 

from their guardians torn, the tender arts 8 
E | 9 


1 


| ——the rage 
dire ambition, &c.) This relates to the cruel 
| among the republics of Italy, and the abomi- 
politics of its little princes, about the fifteenth 
7. Theſe at laſt, in conjunRion with papal power, 
y extinguiſhed the ſpirit of liberty in that coun- 
and eſtabliſhed that abuſe of the ine" arts which 
7 their guardians torn, the n arts, Ke. ] 
were they only loſers by the ſeparation. For 
ophy irſelf, to thy the words of a noble philo- 
er, being thus ſever'd from the ſprightly arts and 
noes, muſt conſequently grow dronilh, inſipid, pe- 
, uſeleſs, and direcily oppoſite to the real know- 
e and praQtice of the world.“ Inſomuch, that a 
man, ſays another excellent writer,*cannot eaſi- 
[bring himſelf to like ſo auſtere and ungainly a form: 
peatly is it changed from what was once thedelight 
the fineſt gentlemen of antiquity, and their reertati- 
iter the hurry of public affairs! From this con- 
n cannot be fecovered, but by uniting it once 
e with the worgs of imagination; and we have 
D + | 
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Of mimic fancy and harmonious joy. — 
To prieſtly domination and the Juſt . b 
Of lawleſs courts, their amiable toil re 
For three inglorious ages have reſign'd, _ 
In vain reluctant: and Torquato's tongue 
Was tun'd for ſlaviſh paeans at the throne 
Oft tinſel pomp ; and Raphael's magic hand 
Effus'd its fair creation to inchant | 
The fond adoriog herd-in Latian fanes 
To blind belief; while on their proſtrate neck 
The ſable tyrant plants his heel ſecure. | 
But now behold! the radiant era dawns, 7% 
When freedom's ample fabric, fix'd at length 
For endleſs years on Albion's happy ſhore 

In full 3 once more ſhall extend 


had the — of obſerving a very — 
made towards their union in England within thele 
years. It is hardly poſſible to conceive them at ay 
er diſtance from each other than at the Revolution | 
Locke ſtood at the head of one party, and D | 
the other. But the general ſpirit of liberty, which 
ever ſince been growing, naturally invited our 
wit and genius to improve that influence which 
of perſuaſion give them with the people, by appli 
them to ſubjects of importance to ſociety. TU 
etry and cloquence became conſiderable ; and 1 
is now of courſe obliged to borrow of their e 
ments, in order even to gain audience with ad they 
lic, | _ niſe 


| mmon manſion, a parental roof. 
04 
ir long loſt friends rejoining, as of old, 
x the ſmiling family of arts, 
muſes and the graces. Then no more 
A vice, diſtracting their delicious gifts 
aims abhorr'd, with high diſtaſte and ſcorn 
n from their charms the philoſophic eye, 
patriot boſom : then no more the paths 
public care or intellectual toil, 
e by footſteps haughty and ſevere. 


* 1 


her perſuaſive ſiſters then ſhall plant 


ſhed their flow'rs along the rugged way. 
'd with the lyre, already have we dar'd 
pierce divine philoſopby's retreats, 
teach the muſe her lore; already ſtrove 
ir long divided. honours to unite, 244 
ie temp'ring this deep argument we ſang 
truth and beauty. Now the ſame fair taſk 
nds ; now urging our ambitious toil, 
baſten to recount the various ſprings 
Wadventitious pleaſure, which adjoin - 
ir grateful influence to the prime eſſect 
objects grand or beauteous, and inlarge 


they not oft with kind acceſſion flow, 
Wriſc harmonious fancy's native charm? 
5 D 2 
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re ſhall the Virtues, there ſhall Wiſdom's train, / 


ioomy tate be trod: th' harmonious muſe 


ir ſhelt'ring laurels o'er the bleak aſcent, 


complicated joy. The ſweets of ſenſe, 


e Ree ER LS — — — — — — 
— — — 


so while we taſte the fragrance of the roſe. 


Amid the noontide walk a limpid ri 
* Guſh through the trickling herbage, to the thirſt'® 


A moment's diſpofition to rejoice 
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Glows not her blulb the fairer? while we view" 


Of ſummer yielding the delicious draught ' ©» 

Of cool refreſhment; o'er the moſſy brink - 

Shines not the ſurface clearer, and the waves 

With ſweeter mufic murmur as they flow? + 
Nor this alone; the various lot of life 

Oft from external circumſtance aſſumes 


In thoſe delights which at a diff rent hour © 
Would paſs unheeded. Fair the face of ſpring, ©? 
When rural ſongs and odours wake the morn, 
To every eye; but how much more to his, 
Round whom the bed of ſickneſs long diſſus 4 
Its mclancholy gloom ! how doutly fair, 
When firſt with freſh born vigour he inhales ec 
The balmy breeze, and feels the bleſſed ſun 
Warm at his boſom, from the ſprings of life * 
Chaſing opprefſive damps and languid pain? 

Or (hall | mention, where celeſtial truth + 
Her awful light diſcloſes, to effulge 1: _ 
A more majeſtic pomp on beauty's frame? 
For man loves knowledge, and the bezms of truth® 
More. welcome touch his unde rſtar ding eye, © 
Than all the blandiſhments of ſound, his ear, 
'T han all of taſte his tongue. Nor ever yet 
The melting rainbow's vernal-tinQur'd hues ine 
To me have ſhone ſo pleaſing, as when firſt "aſe: 
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hand of ſcience pointed out the path - 


on the wat'ry cloud, whoſe darkſome veil 
olves the orient; and that trickling ſhow'r 


rcing through ev'ry cryſtaline convex * 
eluſt'ring dew-drops to their flight oppos'd, 
oil at length where concave all behind 


internal ſurface of each glaſſy orb 


yells their forward paſſage into air; 


t thence direct they ſeek the radiant goal 


me a diff rent luſtre, thro' the brede 
colours changing from the ſplendid roſe 
the pale violet's dejected hue, 


'Y Or ſhall we touch that kind acceſs of joy, 


ſprings to each fair object, while we trace, 


o' all its fabric, wiſdom's artful aim 


poling every part, and gaining ſtill 


"FF neans proportion'd her benignant end? 


* nA 
2B 


ye, the pure delight, whoſe fayour'd ſteps 
lamp' of ſcience thro? the jealous maze 
nature guides, when haply you reveal 


"FF ſecret bonours: whether in the ſky, 


beauteous laws of light, the central pow'rs 


ther in wonders of the rowling deep, 


P miling fruits of pleaſure-pregnant earth, - 


ine adjuſted ſprings of life and ſenſe 
ſcan the counſels of their author's hand, 
2 


wheel the penſile planets round the year- 


„ich the ſun-beams gleaming from the weſt 


n which their courſe began; and, as they (trike O 
0 af rent lines the gazer's obvious eye, | 


— 28 v 


> 
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\ . Deep-kindled, ſhows acroſs that ſudden blaze 


Declare with what accumulated force, pd 
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What, when to raiſe the meditated ſcene. 
The flame of paſſion, thro? the Arupgling ſoul. 


$4 


The object of its.rapture vaſt of ſize, 

With fiercer colours and a night of ſhade? 
What? like a ſtorm from their capacious bed 
The ſounding ſeas o'erwhelming, when the might 
Of theſe eruptions, working from the depth © 
Of man's ftrong apprehenſion, ſhakes bis frame $8 


Ev'n to the baſe; from every naked ſenſe - n 
Of pain or pleaſure diſſipating all . 

Opinion's feeble cov rings, and the veil e rad 
Spun from the cobweb-faſbion of the times dm 


To hide the feeling heart? then nature ſpeaks. Wt ſo 
Her genuine language, apd the words of men, the 
Big with the very motion of their ſouls, "FF thoſ 


Th' impetuous nerve of paſſion urges on 
The native weight and energy of things. : 
' Yet more; her honours where nor, beauty cla 

Nor ſhews of good the thirſty ſenſe allure, 
From paſſion s pow 'r alone our nature holds 


— — 


From paſſion's power alone, &.] This very 
rious kind of pleaſure which is often found in i 
ereiſe of paſſions generally counted painful, hes 
taken notice of by ſeveral authors. Luerei ius 
it into ſelf- love, | 1 

Suave mari magno, &c. lib. ii. x. * 
ute man was never flv ding mom 
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ntial pleaſure. Paſſion's fie tee illapſe 1832 
ſes the mind's whole fabric; with ſupplies j 
aily impulſe keeps th“ elaſtic pow'rs * 
oſcly pois'd, and poliſhes anew '. | 
that culliſion all the fine machine: 1 
ruſt would riſe, and ſoulneſs, by degrees 
umb' ring. choak at laſt what heav'n delign'd: 
ceaſcleſs motion and à round of tail. "4 
ut ſay, does every paſſion men endure 

miniſter delight? that name indeed 

omes the roſy breath of love; becomes 
radiant ſmiles of joy, th' applauding hand 
admiration : but the bitter ſhow'r 

at ſorrow ſheds upon a brother's grave, 

the dumb palſy of nocturnal fear, 

dchoſe conſuming fires that gnaw the heart 


1 


reſs of a tragedy, without à cool reflection that 
' theſe fiQitious perſonages were ſo unhappy, yet he 
ſelf was perfectly at caſe. and in ſafety, The inge- 
Is and candid author of the Reflexiogs critiques 


4 
* 1 — 
_ ” 


al delight which the mind takes in its own aQ- 
and the abhorrence it feels of an indolent and in- 
tive ſtate : and this, joined with the moral applauſe 
ts own temper, which attends. theſe emotions.when 
ral and juſt, is certainly the true foundation of the 
ſure, which as it is the origin and baſis of tragedy 
epic, deſerved a. very particular conſideration in 
poem, | 


— — 0 
— — ye * — 
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F , kar la poeſie et ſur la peintureꝰ accounts for it by the. 
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Of panting indignation, find we there | 
To move delight ?— Then liſten, while my tongue 
Th? unalter'd will of heav'n with faithful awe: WM 
Reveals; what old Harmodius wont to teak 
My early age; Harmodius who had weigh'd 
Within his learned mind whate'er the ſchools + 
Of wiſdom, or thy lonely whiſp'ring voice, 
O faithful nature! dictate of the laws 
Which govern and ſupport this mighty frame 
Of univerſal being. Oft the hours | 

From morn to eve have ſtole unmark'd away, 


While mute attention hung upon his lips, p 
As thus the ſage his awful tale began. I 
'Twas in the windings of an antient wood, | 
When ſpotleſs youth with ſolitude reſigns ur 
To ſweet philoſophy the ſtudious day. wi 
What time pale autumn ſhades the ſilent eve, Thi 


Muſing I rov'd. Of good and evil much, 

And much of mortal man my thought revoly'd; 
When ftarting full on fancy's guſhing eye. 
The mournful image of Parthenia's fate, 4 
That hour, O long belov'd and long deplor'd! - 
When blooming youth, nor gentleſt wiſdom's arts, 
Nor Hymen's honours gather d for thy brow, © 


Nor all thy lover's, all thy father's tears ® 

Avail'd to ſnatch thee from the cruel grave 5 en: 
Thy agonizing looks, thy laſt farewel _— 
Struck to the inmoſt feeling of my ſoul Noreen 


As with the hand of death. At once the ſhnade 
More horrid nodded o'er me, and the winds © 
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b hoarſer murm' ring ſhook the branches. Dark / 
midnight ſtorms, the ſcene of human things, 205 
xear'd before me; deſerts, burning ſands 
ere the parch'd adder dies; the frozen ſouth, 
| deſolation blaſting all the weſt 
Ph rapine and with murder: tyrant- power 
re ſits inthron d in blood; the baleful charms - * 
ſuperſtition there infect the ſkies, 46 . 
turn the ſun to horror. Graciovs beay'n! 
ſhat is the life of man? Or cannot theſe, 
theſe portents thy awful will fuffice? 
propagated thus beyond their ſcope, 
riſe to act their crueltics anew 


Soy afflicted boſom, thus decreed 
he univerſal ſenfitive of pain, _ 


Mic wretched heir of evils not its own! - 

I Thus I, impatient; when at once eſſus'd. 
ching torrent of celeſtial day 4 
Na thro' the ſhadowy void. With flow deſcent” 

Prorple cloud came floating throvgh the ſky," 
pois'd at length within the circliog trees, 

dg obvious to my view: till opening wide 

lucid orb, a more than human form 
erging lean'd majeſtic o'cr my head, 
— thunder ſhook the conſcious ne 2 

n melted into air the liquid cloud, © a 

"7 the ſhining viſion ſtood reveal d. 

wreath of palm his ample forehead bound, 
o'er his ſhoulder, mantling to bis knee, 
'd the tranſparent robe, around his waiſt 


46 , THE PLEASURES 


Collected with a radiant zone of gold —_ 
Atherial: there in myſtic ſigns engrav'd, e 
I read his office high and ſacred name, « 
Genius of human kind. Appall'd I gaz'd = 
The godlike preſence ; for athwart bis brow 
Diſpleaſure, temper'd with a mild concern. 
Look'd down reluctant on me, and his words let 
Like diſtant thunders broke the murm'ring air, - 
Vain are thy thoughts, O child of mortal birth, 
And impotent thy tongue. Is thy ſhort ſpan 
Capacious of this univerſal frame? 
Thy wiſdom all-ſufficient? Thou, alas 
Doſt thou aſpire to judge between the lord 
Of nature and his works? to lift thy voice ſn 
Againſt the ſov'reign order he decreed _— 
All good and lovely? to blaſpheme the bands 
Of tenderneſs innate and ſocial love, 
Holieſt of things! by which the general orb 
Of being, as with adamantine links, - 
Was drawn to perfect union and ſuſtain ed 
From everlaſting ? Haſt thou felt the pangs - | 
Ol ſoft'ning ſorrow, of indignant zeal 5 
So grievous to the ſoul, as thence to wiſh 
The ties of nature broken from thy frame; 
That ſo thy ſelfiſh, unrelenting heart 
May ceaſe to mourn its lot, no longer then 
The wretched heir of evils not its own ? 
DO fair benevolence of gen'rous minds!  _ 
O man by nature form'd for all mankind! 
He ſpoke; abaſh'd and ſilent I remain d. 
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onſcious of my lips? offence, and awd 264 
his preſence, though my ſecret foul -- 


dain'd the imputation. On the ground - 
a my eyes; till from his airy couch = 
S toop'd ſublime, and touching with his hand 


j dazzled forehead, Raiſe thy ſight, he cry'd, 


: 

: 

: 

. 
: 
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* vo 


- * ” 

, 443 
*& 

„ 


_— 


: 


oer then glaſs it flow'd. Autumnal ſpoils 


| let thy ſenſe convince thy erring tongue. 
[look'd, and lo! the former ſcene was chang d; 
verdant alleys and ſurrounding trees, 


-Yblitary proſpect, wide and wild, 


h'd on my ſenſes. * Twas a horrid pile 


hills with many a ſhaggy foreſt mix'd, 


many a ſable cliff and glitt'ring ſtream. 


t recumbent o'er the hanging ridge, 
brown woods wav'd, while ever-trickling ſprings 


Naed from the naked roots of oak and pine, 


crumbling ſoil; and ill at every fall 

1 the ſteep windings of the channel'd rock, 
urm'ring ruſh'd the congregated floods 

h hoarſer inundation ; till at laſt 

reach d a graſſy plain, which from the ſkirts 


"that high deſert ſpread her verdant lap, 


drank the guſhing moiſture, where confin'd 
ie ſmooth current, o'er the lilied vale 


iant ſpreading to the rays of morn, 
d o'er the cliffs, whoſe half-incircling mound _ 


In a ſylvan theatre inclos'd 
flow'ry level. On the river's brink 


Ja fair payilion, which diffus: d 
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| Declaring, thus my deep attention call d. 


it, has eſtabliſhed it with all the ſtrength of his 


tue of the whole, every part of which, act 


Its floating umbrage mid the filver ſhade © 
Of oſiers. Now the weſtern ſun reveal l 
Between two'parting cliffs his golden orb, 

And pour'd acroſs the ſhadow of the hills, 

On rocks and floods, a yellow ſtream of light 
That chear'd the ſolemn ſcene. My li ning pe 
Were aw'd, and every thought in ſilence hung, 
And wond ring expectation. Then the voice 
Of that celeſtial power, the myſtic ſhow ++ FF 


nn . e RN 4 bo . 


—_ te... tht 


e of wy &c.] The a account of the an 
nomy of providence here introduced, as the moll 
per to calm and ſatisfy the mind when under the es 
punction of private evils, ſeems to have come 
nally from the Pythagorean ſchool: but of all the 
cient philoſophers, Plato has moſt largely inſiſted 


pacions underſtanding, and ennobled it with all 
magnificence of his divine imagination. He has 
paſſage ſo full and clear on the head, that I u 
ſuaded the reader will be pleafed to ſee it here, f 
ſomewhat long. Addreſſing himſelf to ſuch ai 
not ſatisfied concerning divine providence, * The 

* who preſides over the whole,” ſays he, has 
and complicated all things for the happineſs and 


* to the extent of its influence, does and ſuffers 
fit and proper, One of theſe parts is yours, O 
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gracious ways of providence to learn, | iS 305 
bn | ere 


rn 4 1 wh 


n which though in itſelf molt — wid 
; = yet being conne cted with the univerſe, ever 
As to co-operate with that ſupreme order. Tou in 
nmeen time are ignorant of the very end for 
ich all particular natures are brought into exi- 
pace, that the all-comprehending nature of the 
Pole may be perfect and happy; exiſting, as it does, 
cor your ſake, but the cauſe and reaſon of your 
aence, which, as in the ſymmetry of every artifi- 
work, muſt of neceſſity concur with the general 
en of the artiſt, and be ſubſervient to the whole 
lich it is a part, Your complaint therefore is ig- 
ot and groundleſs; ſince according to the vari- 
energy of creation, and the common laws of pa- 
We, there is a conſtant proviſion of that which ĩs beſt 
the ſame time for you and for the whole. For 
governing intelligence clearly bebolding all the 
pps of animated and ſelf- moving creatures, and 
mixture of good and evil which diverſtfhes them, 
u firſt of all by what diſpoſition of things, 
— ſituation of each individual in the general 
m, vice might be depreſſed and ſubdued, and 
made ſecure of victory and happineſs with the 
ſt facility and in the higheſt degree poſſible; In 
manner he ordered, through the entire circle ot 
the internal conſtitution of every mind, where 
be its ſtation in the univerſal fabric, and 
E 7 
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$9 THE PLEASURES 1 
Know then, the ſov'reign ſpirit of the world, 
Though ſelf-callefted from eternal time, + 
Within his own deep eſſence be beheld 4 
The circliag bounds of happineſs unite; »$ 
Yet by immende benignity inclin d | 
To ſpread around him that primaeval joy 

Which fll'd bimſelf, he rais'd his plaſtic arm, 
| And founded thro? the hollow depth of (pace F 


r rr 


rr 
© ceed in the whole tenour of its exiſtence.” He 
_ ©* on in his ſublime manner to aſſert a future 4 
retribution, * as well for thoſe who, by the ex 
+ good diſpoſitions being harmonized and af 
the divine virtue, are conſequently removed 
place of unblemiſhed ſanctity and happineſs3 
* thoſe who by the moſt flagitious arts have ariſen 
| * power, and whom therefore you look upon G 
* ſwerable inſtances of negligence in the gods, 
— A a; | 
ſubſervient, and in what manner they | 
g 
de Leg. x. 16. 4 
This theory has been delivered of late, e 
abroad, in a manner which ſabverts the 
human actions; whereas Plato appears very £ 
————ů—— 
the beſt of his followers, 
# 
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heav'nly orbs, the glad abodes of life 
kindled by his breath divine © 

' endleſs forms of being. Each inhal'd 
him its portion of the vital flame, 
aſure ſuch, that from the wide complex 
vexiſtent orders, one might riſe, 

order, all-involving and intire. 

Joo beholding in the ſacred light 

"Wis efſential reaſon, all the ſhapes 

ift contingence, all ſacceſys ties 

ion propagated through the ſum 

ffſible eiiſtenee, be at once, 

the long ſeries of eventful time, 

x'd the dates of being, fo difpos'd, 

wery living foul of every kind, 

held of motion and the hour of reſt, 

in conſpir'd to his ſupreme deſign, 
iverſal good; with full accord, 
Ning the mighty model he had choſe, 5 
W beſt and faireſt of unnumber'd worlds 


—_— 


— 


One might riſe, 
* order, &c.] See the Meditations of Antoninus, 
ae Characteriſtics, paſſim. 
beſt and faireſt, &e.] This opiniow is/ſo oldy 
Timaevs Loerus calls the Supreme Being, Aa- 
r rd fexliovec, * The artificer of that which is 
aud repreſents him as reſolving in the begin · 
to produce the moſt excellent work, and as copy 
E 3 
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Ty " THE/PEEASURES © © 3 | 
That lay from everlaſting in the ſtore © 
Of his divine conceptions. Nor content, © © 
By one exertion of creating pow r. 
His goodneſs to reveal; thro? every age, 7 
Thro“ every moment up the tract of tige, 
His parent - hand with ever - new increaſe eie 
Of happineſs and virtue has adorn'd dd 
The vaſt harmonious frame: his parent hang 
From the mute ſhell-filh gaſping on the ſhore, 
To men, to angels, to celeſtial minds, 7 1 
For ever leads the generations on * 
To higher ſcenes of being; while ſapply'd 
From day to day by his enlivening breath, 
Taferior orders in ſucceſſion riſe 4 bf 
To fill the void below. As flame aſeends, 
As bodies to their proper center move, 


— 


— — 


ing the world moſt exactly from his own intell 
and eſſential idea; * ſo that it yet remains, as it 
* firſt, perfect in beauty, and will never ſtand in 
* of any correction or improvement.“ There wil 
room for a caution here, to underſtand theſe ex 
ons, not of any particular circumſtances of human 
ſeparately conſidered, but of the ſum or yai 
ſtem of life and being. See alſo the viſion at the 
of the Theodicee of Leibnitz. _ 
A flame aſcends, &c ] This opinion, tho? nat 
by Plato or any of the ancients, is yet a very; mal 
conſequence of his principles. But the diſquilm 
too complex and extenſive to be entered upon h 
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OF IMAGINATION: . . 
ie poiz'd ocean to thꝰ attrafting moo 
dient ſwells, and every headlony ſtrean: 
olves its winding waters to the main ; 
ll things which have life aſpire to God, 
ſun of being, boundleſs, animpair'd, 
of ſouls ! Nor does the faithfol voice 
nature ceaſe to prompt their eager ſteps 
jpbt ; nor is the care of heavet withheld 
granting to the taſk proportion d aid j 
in their ſtations all may perſevere 
climb the aſcent of being, and approach 
ver nearer to the life divine. 
That rocky pile thou ſet'ſt, that verdamt lu =» 
« h-water'd from the mountans. Let the ſcene 
Wot in thy ſaney the primaeval ſear 

man, and where the will ſapreme ordain'd 
manſon, that pavilion fair-diffſus'4 
gs the ſhady brink, in this receſs 

wear th? appointed feaſon of his youth ; 
riper hours ſhould open to his toit 

high communion of ſuperior minds, 
conſecrated heroes and of gods. 
did the Sire omnipotent forget 
tender bloom to cheriſh ; nor h 
tial footſteps from his green abode. 4 
from the radiunt honours of his throws, by 
knt whom moſt he lov'd, the ſov reli ſaly, 
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The toil of patriots, the delight of friends ; 
Without whoſe work divine, in heav'n or earth; 
Nought lovely, nought propitious comes to paſs, il 
Nor hope, nor praiſe, nor honour. Her the ſire bind 
Gave it in charge to rear the blooming mind, 
The folded pow'rs to open, to direct <4 
The growth luxuriant of his young deſires, + 
And from the laws of this majeſtic world 
To teach him what was good. —_— cha! 
Her daily care attended, by her ſide 
With conſtant ſteps her gay companion ſtay'd, 
The fair Euphroſyne, the gentle queen 4 
Of ſmiles, and graceful gladneſs, and delights m e: 
That chear alike the hearts of mortal men 5 
And pow'rs immortal. See the ſhiniog pair ! 
Behold, where from his dwelling now diſclos d. 
They quit their youthful charge and ſeek the ſkies. 
I look'd, and on the flow'ry turf there ſtood, 1 
Between two radiant forms, a ſmiling youth 
Whoſe tender cheeks diſplay'd the vernal flowr 
Of beauty; ſweeteſt innocence illam'd f 
His baſhful eyes, and on his poliſh'd brow 
Sate young ſimplicity. With fond regard | 
He view'd th' aſſociates, as their ſteps they mov dj Fendi 
The younger chief his ardent eyes detain'd, Yen: 
With mild regret invoking her retun. cht 
Bright as the ſtar of evening ſhe appear'd + f 
Amid the duſky ſcene, Eternal youth '- _ 
O'er all her form its glowing honours breath'd; Nr a 
And ſmiles eternal, from her candid eyes, Pep, 
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d like the dewy luſtre of the morn 412 
ve trembling on the placid waves. | 
ſpring of heay'n had ſhed its bluſhing ſpoils | 
bind her ſable treſſes: full diffus'd 

yellow mantle floated on the breeze ; 
in her hand ſhe wav'd a living branch 
n with immortal fruits, of pow'r to calm 
wrathful heart, and from the bright'ning eyes 
chaſe the cloud of ſadneſs. More ſublime 
heav'nly part'ner mov'd. The prime of age 
pos'd her ſteps. The preſence of a god, 
on the circle of her brow inthron'd, 
n each majeſtic motion darted awe, 
Footed awe ! till, cheriſh'd by her looks 

Pevolent and meck, confiding love 
filial rapture ſoften'd all the ſoul. 
in her graceful hand ſhe poiz'd the ſword 

chaſte dominion, An heroic crown Y 
lay'd the old ſimplicity of pomp 
und her honour'd head. A matron's robe, 

ite as the ſunſhine ſtreams thro? vernal clouds, 
"IF ſtately form inveſted. Hand in hand 
immortal pair forſook th? enamell'd green, 
nding ſlowly. Rays of limpid light 
nid round their path; celeſtial ſounds were beard, 
thro the fragrant air etherial dews pref 
all'd around them; till at once the clouds 
harting wide in midway ſky, withdrew 
ir airy veil, and left a bright expanſe _. | 
empyr&an flame, where ſpent and drown d. 
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36 THE PLEASUNES 


Aflicted viſion plung'd in vain to ſean 


What object it involv'd. My feeble eyes 
Indur'd not. Bending down to earth | ſtood, 
With dumb attention. Soon a female voice, 
As watry murmurs ſweet, or warbling ſhades, 


With ſacred invocation thus began. 


Father of gods and mortals! whoſe right arm 
With reins eternal guides the moving heav'ns, 
Bend thy propitious ear. Behold well-pleas'd 
I ſeek to finiſh thy divine decree. 

With frequent Reps I vifit yonder ſeat 

Of man, thy offspring ; from the tender ſeeds 
Of juſtice and of wiſdom, to evolve 

The latent honours of his generous frame; 
Till thy conduQting hand ſhall raife his lot 
From earth's dim ſeene to theſe etheriat walks, 
The temple of thy glory. But not me, 


Not my directing voice he oft requires, 


Or hears delighted: this inchantiog maid, 
Th' aſſociate thou haſt giv'n me, her alone 
He loves, O father! abfent, her he craves; 
And but for her glad preſence ever join'd, 
Rejoices not in mine: that all my hopes 
This thy benignant purpoſe to fulfil, 
deem uncertain ; and my daily cares 
Unfruitful all and vain, uvlefs by thee 
$till farther aided in the work divine. 

She ecas'd ; « voice more awful thu reps 
O thou! in whom for ever I delight, 
Fairer than all tl inhabitants of heaven, 
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image of thy author] far from thee 47 

diſappointment, or diſtaſte, or blame; ? 

ao ſoon or late ſhalt every work fulfil, | 

N no reſiſtance find. If man refuſe | | | 

hearken to thy dictates ; or allur d . | 

y meaner joys, to any other pow'r Kr IEV 

ransfer the honours due to thee alone; 

at joy which he purſucs he neꝰer ſhall taſte, 

t pow'r in whom delighteth ne er behold, l 

then once more, and happy be thy toil ; | 

then! but let not this thy ſmiling friend 

ake thy footſteps. In her ſtead, behold 1 

ith thee the ſon of Nemeſis I ſend; 

e fiend abhorr'd ! whoſe vengeance takes e 

TW ſacred order's violated laws. 1 

where he calls thee, burning to be gone, | 

ee to exhauſt the tempeſt of his wrath 

yon devoted head. But thou, my child, 

troul his cruel frenzy, and protect | 

by tender charge. That when deſpair ſhall gale 

$agonizing boſom, he may learn, : 

et he may learn to love the gracious hang 1 
ne ſufficient in that hour of ill, 1 | 

ſaye his feeble ſpirit; then confeſs 

genuine honours, O excelling fair! 

ten all the plagues that wait the deadly will 

this avenging demon, all the ſtorms 

night infernal, ſerve but to diſplay 

e energy of thy ſuperior charms 

Nh mildeſt awe triumphant o'er bis rage, 


— — 8 <A oe OSS eo IT TIS or Pr err 
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Wich dreadful action. Black as night bis brow 
' Relentleſs frowns involy'd. His ſavage limbs 
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Tho monſter ſprung remorſeleſs on his prey. 
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48 THE PLEASUNES 
And ſhining clearer in the horrid gloons. Ya"? 
Here ceas d that awful voice, and ſoon I fele 
The cloudy curtain of refreſhing eve 
Was clos'd once more, from that lamortal fee + 
Shelt'ring my eye-lids Looking vp; I view'd 


A vaſt gigantic ſpectre ſtriding on 8 


Throꝰ P ant « wete of elonda} 


With ſharp impatience violent he writh'd, 
As thro? convullive anguiſn; ant his band 
Arm'd with a ſeot pion · laſh, full oft he rais'd 
In madneſs to his boſom; while his eyes 2h 
Rain'd bitter tears, and betlowing loud he ſhook 1. 
The void with horror. Silent by his ſide 10 
The virgin came. No diſoompoſure ſtirr d * 
Her features. From the glooms which hung vo 4a 
No ſtain of darkneſs mingled with the beam 2 
Of her divine effolgence. Now they ſtoop. | 12 
Upon the tiver-bank : aud now to hail 4 wy 
His wonted gueſts, with cager ſteps advane'd 
The unſufpecting inmate of the ſhade. _ 
As when a famiſh'd wolf, that all night long 
Had rang'd the Alpine ſnows, by chance at morn 
Sces from a cliff incumbent o'er the ſmoke | 
Of ſome lone village, a neglected kid 
That ſtrays along the wild for herb or ſpring ; 
Down from the winding ridge he ſweeps amain, i 
And thinks he tears him: fo with tenfold rage, * P 
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1d the ſtripling itaod; r hom 
bly be poar'd the lamentable wail | 
f helpleſs conſternation, ſtruck at g. 
id rooted to the ground. The queen beheld 
is terror, and with looks of tend'reſt care 
Iranc'd to ſave him. Soon the tyrant felt 
r awful pow'r, His keep tæmpeſtuous arm 
Pang nerveleſs, nor deſcended where his rage 
had aim'd the deadly blow: then dumb retic'd . 
ich ſullen rancour. Lo! the ſov'rcign maid 
lds with a mother's arms the fainting boy, 
Jill life rekindles in his roſy cheek ; 
Then graſps his hand, and chears him with her tongue. 
O wake thee, rovze thy ſpirit | Shall the ſpite 
f yon tormentor thus appall thy heart. 
ſbile I, thy friend and guardian, am at hand 
ouch, To reſcue and to heal? O let thy ſoul 
member, what the will of hegv'n ordains 

Never good for all; and if for all, 
When good for thee. Nor only by the warmth 
| ſoothing ſunſhine of delightful things, 
Jo minds grow up and flouriſh, Oft miſled 
that bland light, the young unpractis d views 
f reaſag wander through a fatal road, 
r from their native aim: as if to lye 

orious in the fragrant ſhade, and wait 
The ſoft acceſs of ever-circling joys, 

lere all the end of being. Aſk thyſelf, 
lis pleaſing error did it never lull 
Iby wiſhes? Has thy conſtant heart reſus d 


” & 


40 'THEPLEASURES' * 
The ſilken fetters of delicious eaſe? : J 
Or when divine Euphroſyne appear'd "= 
Within this dwelling, did not thy deſires 1 
Hang far below that meaſure of thy fate, Jol 
Which I reveal'd before thee? and thy eyes, un 


Impatient of my counſels, turn away wo 
To drink the ſoft effuſion of her ſmiles ? = Ti 
Know then, for this the everlaſting fire . 
Deprives thee of her preſence, and inſtead. Joi 
O wiſe and ſtill benevolent! ordains ai 
This horrid viſage hither to purſue 1 * 
My ſteps; that ſo thy nature may diſcern 1 
Its real good, and what alone can ſave e 
Thy feeble ſpirit in this hour of ill et 
From folly and deſpair. O yet belov'd! » {4 inf 
Let not this headlong terror quite o'erwhelm - aa 


Thy ſcatter'd pow'rs; nor fatal deem the rage  * Yhe 
Of this tormentor, nor his proud aſſault, _ 
While 1 am here to vindicate thy toil, © © "mee 
Above the generous queſtion of thy arm. 
Brave be thy fears, and in thy weakneſs ſtrong, 
This hour be triumphs; but confront his might, 
And dare him to the combat, then with eaſe - 
Diſarm'd and quell'd, his fierceneſs he reſigns 
To bondage and to ſcorn: while thus inm d 
By watchful danger, by unceaſing toil, ' 
Th' immortal mind, ſuperior to his fate, 
Amid the outrage of external things, 520 
Firm as the ſolid baſe of this great world. 
Reſts on his own foundations. Blow, ye winds} 1*% 
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Ai ves! ye thunders! row! your tempeſt on; 59% 
| ye old pillars of the marble ſky! - ite e. 4A 
all its orbs and all its worlds of fire. - _ 
| en“ from (htir ſeats; yet fill ſerene, 
conquer wind looks down upon the wreck, 
ever ſtronger as the ſtorms advance, % 
7 through theicleag'rain'haide ble ou > 
ere nature calls him to the deſtin'd goal. 
ee while cho? alt he roms . 
ſtial raptures flow'd, in every word. | 
| ery motion kindling warmth divine 

cue who liſten'd. Vebement and ſwift 1 

i'ning fires the aromatic ſhade } 5 * 

1 ithiopian fields, the Qripling felt - uy 

- "Fiaſpiration catch his fervid foul, _ _ A 

N aarting from D * 
r . 
b Ir be upon me; if I ſhrink © Non 

an or faulter in my rength - ws 

Nea hardeſt it beſets me. Do not thin _ + 4 
I am-fearful and in firm of ſouwbt. 
Yhte thy eyes beheld: for thou haſt chang geg 
Nature; thy commanding voice has wak'd 
knguid pow'rs to bear me boldly on. 8 
re'er the will divine my path ordains 2 
ugh toil or peril: only do not thou F 
ike me; O be thou for ever near, 

may liſten to thy ſacred voice, | 
guide by thy decrees my conſtant fe, 
lay, for ever are my eyes bereft? _ 
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Say, ſhalt the fair Eaphrofynd' net on⁰,˖õỹẽr - 
* again to ch mel Tln, mores 4 
O thou cternaFarbizey of things !!- :! 1 1 
Be thy gran didding done : fot Sad b 1468 
To quoten thy appointment ? let the frowus 
Of this avenger evety mort! o'ctcaſt . ; 134 
The chearfal diwhy and every eveniny diy: /: + 
With double night y dwelling; Lil les: Ie. 
To hai then bot h, und unrepining bear | «ft er 
His hateful proſenee: but permit my tonguas 
One glad requeſt; and if my derds way God: |» 
Thy awfuF eye propitions; O reſtore rie 
The roſy featur d mid; a te eher dal 
This lonely ſeat, and blaſt e with het firrtless. 
THe ſpoke ; when instant, thio”: r 
With whit chat furious preto hee bad involy'& up 
The ambient alt; # food: of radiates fie Neven 
Swift as the light'ning-flach ; the melting cd, I Th 
Flew diverſe, and mid the blue ſerene „b 
Euphroſyne uppeat d. With ſprighely (ley. 
The nymph aliglited om th? irriguous lane 
And to her wotrd'ting audience thus begann, 
Lo! Lam here to anſwer to your vous, - 111 
And be the wieefivg fon unte Foome o! 
With joyfol tidinigs; we ſhall pu ho moe 
Hark! how the gente Ectis frotm her c 
Talks thro' the es, and mu,u ing er this 
Repeats the accett; we ſhall paste more. = | eng 
O my delightfal friends! welk-plasd on highs Nurtr 
The father has betield you, while the might 1 "I paſſi, 
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bat ſtern ae wih bitter trial π⏑ ?“ ee 
equal doings : then for ever ſhake 
high decrer ; that thou. ci eſtial : ma¼]ĩ sr 
er that gr eſi phantom on 4hy ee 
See e eee eee K 
t thou dæſcendiag to th! gbode of m. 
ie endure the pancour of his amm. 
"hn thy lov'd Eupbroſyne behind. | 
mind; and the whole aomentic Gun: 
ali en rock, and wood, and vile, 
mautling tent, and each m yſteriops farm. 
der ſun-ſhioe fills the bad. A-Ahile I Rood e 
den A and giddy ; Off the radiant po N 
do bade the vikonary landſcape riſe, 
up to him I trnd, with gentleſt looks 
5 enting my enquiry, thus began. 
There let thy foul acknowledge its complaint 
e blind, how impious! there behold the ways 
2 heav'n's eternal deſtiny to man, 
ever gult, banevolent aud wife: 
x Virtue's aw ſul ſteps, bowe'er purſued 
JF vexing fortune and intruſ ve pain, 
| never be divided from ber chaſte, 
fair attendant, pleaſure. Mead I urge 
r tardy thought thro! all the various nannt 
bis cxifence, that thy ſoft'nipg foul 
eagth may learu what energy the hand 


FF virtue miagles is the bitter tide | 
. 2358 
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To mitigate the ſharp with gracious drops 
Of cordial pleafure? aſk the faithful youth, 
Why the cold urn of her whom kong be eu 144 
So often fills his arms; ſo often draws © * 
His lonely footſteps at the ſilent hour, ** 
To pay the mournful tribute of bis ds 
O! he will tell thee, that — | 
Should ne'er ſeduee his boſom to forego og 
That ſacred hour when ſtealing from the 2000 
Of care and envy, ſweet remembrance ſootbs 
Wich virtue's kindeſt looks his aching breaſt. 
And turns his tears to rapture — Aſk the crowd* 
Which flies impatient from the yillage-walx 
To climb the neighb'ring cliffs, when far below 
The cruel winds have hurl'd upon the coaſt 
Some helpleſs bark ; while ſacred pity meks * N 
The general eye, or terror's icy hand 008 

| Smites their diſtorted limbs and horrent hair; Þ * 
While every mother cloſer to her breaſt 
Catches her child, and pointing where the waves \ N 
Foam thro” the ſhatter d veſſel, ſnrieks alouc 
As one poor wretch that ſpreads his piteous oo 
For ſuccovr, ſwallow'd by the roaring ſurge; ©"? 
As now another daſh'd againſt the rock, * 
Drops lifeleſs down: O deemeſt thou indeed 
No kind endearment here by nature giv n 
To mutual terror and eompaſſion's tears? 

No ſweetly melting ſoftneſs which attraQts, ': > 
O'er all that edge of pain, the ſocial pow'rs+" 
- Teo this their proper action and their end} ++ 


OF SMAGINGS THOM, . rr. wg 


k thy own heat. Wurm at the midnight hows; 
thro” that ſtudious gloom thy pavkng-eye 2108 
—— 4 £11 
rec be, bers the: prefent pow's 
[ Ur Wha agar” "IEP, pet 
us a faſher lilafling, whilOhe reads, 
wr Rage If then thy foul, 
the yokr of eee ingloriens dayu, 
4 n ther dds ad nl wither dur | 
&; when the profpett blackens en thy wiew, 
of ben wanted Srom abe baſe, nir fates | 
od e 2 1 
* * when the pions h * 
—— — 
fide by Gde in gore ; when woifan bs 
rps the theone of juſtuoe, turns the pomp. 
public pow's, the majeſty af e. 
bed the nel, andthe purple way | 
laviſh empty pageants, +0 adorn - 
it's walk, and glitter in che e 
| ER EE 
— Ae: 4 
— n 
* r Ke. ] The reader with 
naturally recolitR the fate of the facted battalion 
debes, which at the battle of Charrone was ptar» 


every man being found lying dead by his 
es. 
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And ſtoried arch, to glut the coward - rage 
Of regal envy, ſtrew the public way - 1518 
With hallow'd ruins; when the muſe's haunt, 7 
| The marble porch where wiſdom wont to talk 
Wich Socrates or Tully, hears no more. 
Save the hoarſe jargon of contentious monks, +: |» ef 
female ſoperſtition's midnight pray'r; 1% 
ruthleſs rapine from the hand of time 
Tears the deſtroying ſcythe, with ſurer ble 
To ſweep the works of glory from their baſe z 
Till defolation o'er the graſs-grown ſtreet ': 
Expands his raven-wings, and up the wall, 
c 
Hiſſes the gliding ſnake thro* hoary weeds | | +; 
That claſp the mould'ring column ; thus defac d, 
Thus widely mournful when the proſpe thrills 
Thy beating boſom, when the patriot's tear we 
starts from thine eye, and thy extended arm 
In fancy hurls the thunderbolt of Jove 57, 
To fire the impious wreath on Philip brow, 
Or daſh Octavius from the trophied car; 
Say, does thy fecret ſoul repine to taſte 
The big diſtreſs? or would'ſt thou then enchange 
Thoſe heart · ennobling forrows for the lotet 
— gandy heed... — 
Or mute barbarians bending to his nod. 
And bears aloft his gold · in veſted front, . 
. 3 2 „ect 
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| wherefore ſhould the clam'rous voice of woe 
Intrude upon mine ear? The baleful dregs 
theſe late ages, this inglorious draught 
ſervitude and folly, have not yet, 

it be th” eternal ruler of the world! 

61'd to ſuch a depth of ſordid ſhame 

e native honours of the human ſoul, 

ſo effac'd the image of its fire, a 


II END OF THE SECOND BOOK, "Y 
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of che mind in the production of the works. of 4 


on of theſe pleaſures with the objects which e 


ARGUMENT or ru THIRD BOOK. 


4 


Leaſure in obſerving the tempers and manners « 
men; even where vitious or abſurd; v. 1. to ug 
The origin of vice, from falſe repreſentations of 
fancy, producing falſe opinions eoncerniug good ande 
vil. v. 14. to 62. Inquiry into ridicule; v. 73. The g 
neral ſources of ridicule in the minds and characteti off 
men, enumerated; v. 14. to 240. Final canſe of th 
ſenſe of ridicule; v. 263. The reſemblance of certal 
aſpects of inanimate things to the ſenſations and g 
perties of the mind; v. 282. to 31t. The operallt 


M 


Wu 


gination, deſcribed; v. 358. to 474. The ſee 
ry pleaſure frum imĩtation; to v. 436. The be 
order of the world illuſtrated in the arbitrary conneſ 


them; v. 438. to 4. The nature and condudte 
taſte; v. 5:5 to 367. Concluding with an account oF 
the natural and moral advantages reſulting from a ka 
ſible and well · form'd imagination. 1 
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MAGINATAION: 


BOOK Taz THIRD, 


IL] HAT wonder therefore, ſince th? endeariog ties 
Of paſſion link the univerſal kind. _ 
man ſo cloſe, what wonder if to ſearch 
"bis contmon nature thro? the various change 
A ſex, and age, and fortune, and the frame 
een peculiar, draw the buſy mind 
Vith unreſiſted charms? the ſpacious. weſt, 
all the tecming regions of the ſouth 
not a quarry, to che curious flight 
M knowledge, half ſo tempting or fo fair, 
man to man. Nor only where the ſmiles 
If love Invite; nor only where th' applauſe - 
cordial honour turns th' attentive eye 
Is virtue's graceful deeds. For ſince the courſe 
* things external acts in diff rent ways 


©" 
unt C 
a it 
%. 
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Of nature temper'd to a diff rent frame 

Peculiar minds; ſo haply where the pow'rs / 
Of fancy neither leſſen nor enlarge | 
The images of things, but 2 in all nan, 


— 


4 
15 


4 


——— here the pow'ry 

Of fancy, &c.} The influence of the ima 
on the conduct of life is one 9 
in moral philoſophy. It were eaſy by an indi 
of facts to prove that the imagination directs 10 inſtar 
all the paſſions, and mixes with almoſt every circumeſ* del 
ſtance of. action or pleaſure. Let any man, even the co 
the coldeſt head and ſobereſt induſtry, analyſe Me. 
idea of what be calls his intereſt; he will find that be m. 
conſiſts chiefly of certain images of decency, bes satt 
| and order, variouſly combined into one ſyſtem, pro- 

idol which he ſeeks to enjoy by labour, bazard; d. a7 

ſelf-denial. It is on this account of the laſt cont" 5 
quence to regulate images by the ſtandard of naty 
and the general good; otherwiſe the imagination, 
heightening ſome objects beyond their real excellejt 
and beauty, or by repreſenting others in a more r 
ous or terrible ſhape than they deſerve, may of c 
engage us in purſuits . on with tho 
of the moral order. | 

If it be objected, that this acconnt of mog M 
poſes the paſſions to be merely accidental, * F 
there appears in ſome a natural and hereditary en. 
ſition to certain paſſions prior to all circutnſtancss a 
education or fortune; it may be anſwered, that ibeiifent 


to 
ntly | 


enten 
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ir genuine hoes, the features which eng 2. 
Pur. — — 2 6 5 | 


9 — 1 — 4 — * 


Iman is born ambitiouaion a ain, yet bs may in. 
it from bis parents à peculiar temper or complexi- 
of mind, which ſhall render his imagination more 
to be ſtruck with ſome particular objects, conſe- 
ntly diſpoſe him to form opinions of good and ill, 
entertain-paſſions of a particular turn. Some men, 


1 inſtance, by the original frame of their minds, are 


delighted with the vaſt and magnificent, others 


Ide contrary with the elegant and gentle aſpects ot 


we. And it is very remarkable. that the diſpoſition. 
the moral powers is always ſimilar to this of the 
pination ; that thoſe who are moſt inclin'd to ad- 

prodigious and ſublime objects in the phyſical 


d. are alſo moſt inelin'd to applaud examples of 8 


itude and heroic virtue in the moral. While thoſe. 
are charm's rather with the delicacy and ſweetneſs 
dlours, and forms, and ſounds, never fail in like 


* | py to yield the preference to the ſofter ſcenes of 


and the ſympathies of a domeſtic life. And this 

ficient to account for the objection. 
mong,the ancient philoſophers, tho' we * 4 
{Fl biats, concerning this influence of the imagina- 
upon morals among the remains of the Sucratic 
ol, yet-ths Stoics were the firſt who paid it a due 
ation. . Zeno, their founder, thought it impoſſible 
preſerve any tolerable regularity in lite, without 
pcntly inſpeing thoſe ptaures or appearances | 
G t 
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And action right. For action treads the path. * "th 
In which opinion ſays he follows good, ien 
Or flies from evil; and opinion gives | N 
Neport of good ar evil, as the ſcene nr” 
Was draun by fancy, lovely or defſorm'd | 
Thus ber report can never there be true, 0 
Where fancy cheats the intellectual eye, - 
Wich glaring colours and diſtorted lines. 

la there a man, who at the ſound of death, 
Fees ghaſtly ſhapes of terror conjur d vp, 

And black before him; nought but death- bed gt on!) 
And . fearful pray'rs, and plunging from the brink furiou 
O light and being, down the gloomy air, _ 
Aa unknown depth? Alas! in ſuch a mind, 
If no bright forms of excellence attend | 
"The image of his country; nor the pomp 
Of ſacred: ſenates, nor the guardian voice ' 
poet on her throne, ———— 4 


le 
PV R_Try_E — — — — — —_—__« A lt. t...4 


of this gs which the ee offers to the 
(Ding. Laört. I. vii.) The Meditations of M A 
lius, and the diſcourſes. of Epictetus, are full of 
ſame ſentiments ; inſomuch that this latter 
KXpnorg ol $61 pavracy, or right management ai 
«fancies,” the only thing for which we are acce 
to providence; and without which à man is no 
than-(Qupid or frantic, Arrian. I. i. e. 2 2. & L. eh (ol 
See alſo: the Characteriſtics, vol. i. from p, 3 
p 321: where this Stoical doctrine is embelliſhed 
all: the eloque nee of the graces of Plato. e 
3 


OF MAGIN&TION. II. . 
ill not opinion teil him, that to die, 1 1 
ſtand the hazard, is a greater ill 
en to betray! bis country? And in a 
ll he not,chuſe to be a wreteh-and live? 
re vice begins then. From th' inchanting ou 
hich fancy holds to all, th! unwary thirkt - + — © 
youth oft ſwallows a Circacan dranght, | 
Neat ſbeds a baleful tinure o'er the eyu. i 
+ Ffreafon, till as longer be diſcerns. 
only guides to err. Then revel forth 
ous bad ht - onthe then 
| all is uproar, Thus ambition graſps 
empire of the ſoul ; thus pale revenge. 
hs her murd'rous dagger; 23 
luſt and rapine, with unholy arts, 
h to o erturn the barrier of the law 
———— 
wicked. bear, or o'er the trembling ſcene. , 
tragic maſe diſcloſes, under ſhapes 
honour, ſafety, pleaſure, caſe or pomp, 
fieſt into the mind. Yet not by all 
lying forms which fancy in the brain 
rs, are the kindling pa ſſious drin 
guilty decds; nor reaſon. bound in chains, 
vice alone may lord iv: oft adorn's + 
ith ſolemn pageants, folly mounts his throne; 
plays her ideot · anticks, like a queen. , 
thouſand gerbs ſhe wears; « thouſand ways 
wheels her giddy empire Lo! thus fav 

G 2 


te 


" 
4 


— — — — 


The ſportive province of the comie miſe. '- 


| withſtanding the general influence of ridicule on 5 tately 


general fource of ridicule in the characters of men 


16 THE PLEASURES "0 
With bold adventure, to the Mantuan lyre 

I ſing of nature's charms, «nd touch well please 
A ſtricter note: now haply muſt my ſong - th 
Unbend her ſerious meaſure, and revell 
In lighter ſtrains, how folly's avkward art: 
Excite;impetuous laughter's gay rebuke: 


See! in what eronds the uncouth forms ad vanee; 
Each would outſtrip the other, each prevent 
Our careful ſearch, and offer to your gaze, 
Unaſk'd, his motley features. Wait'awhile; - 1 3% 
My curious friends! and let us firſt arrange 
In proper orders your:promiſcuous thropgg. 

Bchold the foremoſt band; of flender thought. 


m—_ 


——— bow folly's aukward arts, &e ] Notwroug! 
vate and civil life, as well as on learning and the ſcienere ſta 
ces, it has been-almoſt conſtantly neglected or mi earneſ 
preſented, by divines eſpecially. The manner of treat talks. 
ing theſe ſubjects in the ſcience of human | ſalpl 
ſhould be preciſely the ſame as in natural philoſop aks off 
from particular facts to inveſtigate the ſtated order aſks | 
which they appear, and then apply the general 1 5 
thus diſcovered, to the explication of other appefb hol: 
ces and the improvement of uſeful art. © Mibend! 

Bebold the foremoſt band, &c.} The firſt and m 


vanity or ſelf-applauſe for ſome deſiteable quali Mane it, 


oF IMAGINATION. EIIT, OF. 
eaſy faith; hom flatt'ring fancy hens 4; 
Nh lying ſpectres, in themſelves to view t 
earious forms of excellence and good. 4 
Piat ſcorn the manſion. — inns 
| ſpread their ſputious treaſures to the-fun j 
bid the world admire! but chief the glance 
r ichfol envy draus their joy · bright eyes 
lifts with ſelf · applauie each lordly brow... 
number! boundleſs as the bloom of ſpring, 
fancy gilded oer, and then ſet up 
3 tr adoration... Some in learning's garb; z 
i formal band and fable-cinur'd gown; 
| rags of mouldy volumes. Some-clate = 
ith martial ſplendour, ſtoely pikes, and-ſwords- 
"F coltly. frame, and gay Phoenician robes. 
rrought with-flow'ry. gold; aſſume the port 
pr ately valour: liſt'ning by his ide 
Pere ſtands a female form; to her; with looks: 
arneſt; import, pregnant with amaze, 
talks:of-deadly:deedy, of breaches, ſtorm, 
ſalph'rous mines, and ambuſhz then at.once 
phy aks offi and ſiniles to ſee her look ſo pale, 
et M aſks ſome wondꝰ ring queſtion: of her fearss 
holy enſigns, how ſublime they move, 
— — er 


l 4% ; a 
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Take homage of the ſimple minded throng;; + 4$ 
Ambaſſadors of heav'n! Nor much unlike 
Is he whoſe viſage, in the lazy miſt 1 70 4 e 
That mantles every feature, hides a brood ©. Prins 
Of politic conceits ; of whiſpers, node, ; 
And hints deep omen'd with unwieldy ſchemes, © 
And dark portents of ſtate. Ten thouſand more, 
Prodigious habits and tumultuous tongues 
Pour dauntleſs in and ſwell the boaſtful band. 

Then comes the ſecond order; all who ſeek Mer ch. 
The debt of praiſe, where watchful unbeliecf JThe pr 
Darts through the thin pretence her ſquintiog oy J'hoſe 
On ſome retir'd appearance which belies + Nad am 


The boaſted virtue, or annulls th? applauſe ro che 
That juſtice elſe would pay. Here ſide by Ge Por joy, 
I ſee two leaders of the ſolemn train. xbe pri 


Approaching: one a female, old and grey, | 1% 
With eyes demure and wrinkle-furrow'd brow, 
Pale as the cheeks of death; yet ſtill ſhe ſtuns 
The lick ning audience with a nauſeous tale; Pith br 
How many youths her myrtle chains have worn, 

How many virgins at her triumphs pin'd! | be 
Yet how reſoiv'd {he guards her cautious heart; Pints wi 
Such is her Inns 2. © 


.30 


e. comes the ſecond order, Kc. Ridicule from he 

ſame vanity, where tho' the poſſeſſion be real, yet 
merit can ariſe from it, becauſe of ſome particular e 
cumſtances, which, tho? obvious to the ſpeRator, | 
yet overlook'd by the ridiculous character. 


| N 
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| man's ſeducing tongue wana 
"JA bearded ſage, ungentle in his mein 


aad ſordid all his habit; peeviſh want 


rins at his heels, while down . 
le ſtalks, reſounding in magniſie phraſe 

de vanity of riches, the contempt et 
Jof pomp and pow'r. Be prudent in your zeal, 
Ire grave aſſociates! let the ſilent grace 
ot her who bluſhes at the fond regard 
ſer charms inſpire, more eloquent unfold 

he praiſe of ſpotleſs honour : let the man 
Vhoſe eye regards not his illuſtrious pomp - 

id ample (tore, but as indulgent ſtreams 
ro chear the barren ſoil and fpread the fruits 
Pt joy, let him by juſter meaſure fix 
The price of riches and the end of poor. 

Another tribe ſucceeds; deluded long 

fancy's dazzling optics, theſe behold 

de images of ſome peculiar things | 
With brighter hues reſplendent, and portray'd 

ith features nobler far than e'er adorn d 

deir genuine objects. Hence the fever'd heart 

ts with delirious hope for tinſel charms; - 
lence oft obtruſive on the eye of ſcorn, 
Fotimely zeal her witleſs pride betrays; 


£4 1 
* 


* 
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Another tribe ſucceeds, &c ] Ridicule from a noti- 


of excellence in particular objects diſproportioned 
their intrinſic value, — 1 _ oe or- 
of nature. | 


” 0 Ä — — — — 2 — 


1 
— = — 


— — — —— — — - 
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} A muckworm's entreils or a fpider's fang. 
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Aud ſeriaus manhood. from the tow'ring 7m 
Of wiſdom, ſtoops to emulate the boanſt 
Of childiſh toil. Behold yon myſtic form. ih 
Bedeck d with feathers, inſofty, weeds; and ſhells f Pour 6 


Not with intenſtr brou the Samian fhge - P rich 
Bent his fix'd eye on heay'n's eternal fires, 12 

When firſt the orden of that: radiant ſoene 

Swell'd his exulting thought, than this ſurveys: 


iv 1148 
Next him a youth, with: fow'rs and myrtles c 
Attends that virgin form, and-bluſhiog-kneels,. - 
With fondaſt geſture and ——— 
To win her coy regard: adiov, for him, 
The dull engagements of the-buſtling world! 
Adieu the ſick impertinence:af praife! 
And hope, and action] for: with her alone. 
By ſtreams and ſhades, to ſieal nn Thu: 
Is all he aſks, and all that fate can give! - 21-516] 
Thee too, facetious: Momion, waodring here; 
Thee, dreaded cn r! oft have I:beheld 
Bewilder'd unawares:: alas! too lang 
Fluſh'd with thy comic: triumphs.and the — 
Of ly deriſion! till on every 6de- 
Hurling thy random balts, oſſendad truth 
Aſſign'd thee here thy ſtation Ah tbe e „ 
Sdall grace her humble records, avd:be-heard 
Of all the vengeful; brotherhaod around, 
Bo oft the patient victims of thy ſcorn, 


or UIG VITO A. vim. 
But now, ye gay! to whom indulgent fate, 191 
pr all the muſe's empire bath aſſign'd 72 
e fields of folly, hither each advance 
eur ſickles; here the teeming ſoil b FE 
oF richeſt growth. A fav te brood appears 3 7 


p whom the demon, with à mother's Joy. 
eus all her chirms reflected, all ber care gh 
full repaid; Ye moſt illuftrious band! = 
ſho ſcorning reaſon's tame, pedantie rules, 
d order's vulgar bondage, never meint 
er fouls ſublime as yours, with gerietous 9 
y vice the rev'rence virtue long vſorp'd,” 


4 i yield'defotmity the fond applauſe W 
ich beavty wont to claim'; forgive my forig, 
Mat for the bluſhing diffidence of youth, _ 
dchuns the unequal province of your praife, 
Thus far triumphant iu the pleaſing golle,. 
bland imagination, fotly's train © © © "L 
dar d our ſeareh: but now x daſtard-kind 4 
yance reluctant, and with fault'ring feet 
ink from the gazer's eye: infeebled hearts, 
n fancy chills with viſionary fears, 
bends to ſervile tameneſs with conceits 


a. 


_ 


I But now, ye gay, &c } Ridievle den & notion of 

rellence, where the object is abſolutely odious or 
emptible. This is the higheſt degree of the ridicu- 
$; as in the affe ation of diſeaſes or vices. | 
Thus far triumphant, &c.) Ridicule from falſe 


or groundleſs fear, 


a ,7H32LEASUBRYE , 
| ſhame, of evil, or of baſe, defect. 4; + es 04 
"Fantaſtic and delufiye, Here the laue n les 
Who droops abaſh'd when ſullen — A Fttiron] 
His humblet  babit :, here the med „er lavy 
| VUnnerv'd and froze with terror's jcy bolt? Pend 
Spent in weak, wailiogs, drowar'd in, dennen. 7 
At every dream of danger: here ſubduddddd , pFfbi 
By frontleſs laughter and the hardy corn 
Of old, unfeeling vice, the abiect ſo ul!!! 
Who bluſhing half reſigns 2 a Val 
Of tempgrance and hovour ; half diſuuns Pp 
A freeman's hatred of tyrannie pride; 1 2104 of 
And hears with ickly ſwiles the vepal. mouth. ho 
Wich foyleſt licenae mock the patriat's names: 
Laf ofthe matey band on who the pow, 2 
- Of gay deriſion bends her haſtile aim. il 
Is that where ſhameful ignorance. pteſides. 
Beneath her odd nary they march. | 
Like blind and lame.. Whate'er their 
Attempt, confuſion trait appears behind. 1 
And troybles all the work. They! eng «many * 
Perplex d they Gruggle, changing every path, . 
O'erturning every purpuſe; then at laſt N 
Sit down. dilmay'd, and leave th' intangled ſcne ne 
For ſcorn to ſport with. Such then is th aboade b ar 
Of folly in the mind; and ſuch the ſhapes 
——— = 


ü Ah nts. 4 a 4 _— Sls. ts bad 


. Laſt e the, Kt.] Ridioula from the lesen 
ſuch things as our circumſtances require us to h 


| 


Or THXAGfa#TTION. itt. 
pig rough — rey, . 
if dess the renour of my devious ly; N 
r UR wit oces ion, which the han © 
laughter points at. her the mirtHful ting = 
es ey cen —— 4 
Hat were it but to count each cryſtal drop = 
dieb morning's dewy fingers on the bloom | 
7 Suffice it to have ſaid,” , 


- 
at... ao. a «ks. — th. a4. «as eu — 
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14 ach penned ef ria 
er, and examining the ridieulous in other object, 
may obtain a general definicion of it equally appli% 
ble to every ſpecies. The moſt important eircum 
of this de@nition is laid down iv the lines refet 
d to ; but others more minute we ſhall ſubjvim here; 
iſt otle's 8ccount. of the matter ſeems both ĩimpetfect 
falſe; v yap' yrxoTor, fays he; I, dudprojper v4 8 
dd g gap: the ridiculous is ſome 
rtain fault or turpitude without pain, and not de- 
aeructive to its ſubject.“ (Poetic: c. 5.) For allowing 
to be true, as it is not, that the ridiculous is never 
ompanied with pain, yet we might produce many 

nees/ of ſueh a fuult or turphtude which cantiot 
Pak any tolerable propriety be called ridiculous. So 
et the- definition does not diſtinguiſh the'thing de- 
. Nay further, even hen we perceive the turpi- 
tending to the deſtruc tion of is ſubjt cx. we may 
be ſenſible of @ ridiculous appearance, till the ruin 
dam intent and the kecucr ſenſuttonr of piry ar 
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3 1 ® » NA TITTIES 
. Where'er the pow'r of ridicule diſplays. _— je f. 
Her quaint-ey'd viſage, fome jncangruous. form, vl a 
Wr TUO TT 
terror baniſh the ludicrous: apprebenſion from 
| minds. For the ſenſation of ridicule is not a bare. pt 
ception of the; agreement or diſagreement of 0 
a paſſion or emotion of the mind conſequential to t 
perception. So that the miad may perceive the ice a 
ment or diſagreement, and yet not feel the idic + Tt 
becauſe it is engtoſſed by à more violent emotion juncti. 
Thos it happens that ſome men chink thoſe obijechs n alſo r 
dicalous, to which others cannot endure to *pply 
name ; becauſe in them they excite àa much i 
and more important feeling. And this recs 
mong other cauſes, has brovght a good deal of confi 
ſion into this queſlion. 
2 * That Shich makes objects ridiculous 1 6 
ground of admiration or eſteem. connected withot 
4 more general circumſtances. comparatively, we 
. or deformed; or it is ſome circumſtance of turpitu 
or deformity connected with what is in genere 
* lent or beautiful: the inconſiſtent properties 6 | 
either i in the objects themſelves, or in the appret 
« ſion of the perſon to a hom they relate; belong 
. *.alwayst to the ſame, order or claſs of being, .implyil 
. ſentiment or delign ; and exciting no 0. or ve 
ment emotion of the heart.” 1400 ee circ 
Io prove the ſeveral parts of this a 105 gener 
. A of excellence or beauty, ne Ws in £ 
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ze ſtubborn diſſonance of things combin'd,” 27 
es on the quick obſerver: whether pomp, 
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alous; for inſtance, pompous pretenſions to wiſdom 
ad with ignorance and folly in the Socrates of Ari- 
phanes; and the applauſe of military glory with cow- 
ice and ſtupidity in the Thraſo of Terence, 
The appearance of deformity or turpitude in con- 
junction with what is in general excellent or venerable,” 
alſo ridiculous: for inſtance, the pet ſonal weakneſſes 
a magiſtrate appearing in * ſolema and public func- 
$ of his ſtation, 
The incongruous — may either exiſt in the 
objects themſelves, or in the apprehenſion of the per- 
Jon to whom they relate :? in the laſt-mentioned in- 
dees they both exiſt in the objects; in the inſtance 
n Ariſtophanes and Terence, one of them is objective 
real, the other only founded in the apprehenſion of 
ridiculous character. | 
be inconſiſtent properties muſt belong to the 
order or claſs of being.” A coxcomb in fine 
ths bedaubed by accident in foul weather, is a ri- 
wlous object; becauſe his general apprehenſion of 
ellence and eſteem is referred to the ſplendour and 
re of his dreſs. A man of ſenſe and merit in the 
circumſtances, is not counted ridiculous; becauſe 
general ground of excellency and eſteem in him, is, 


b in fact and in his own apprehenſion, of a very dif- 
H 5 + 


| 


| Where ſordid faſhions, where ignoble deeds, 


ridiculous. 
in this deſcription ; and whether it comprebend ev 
Ak we for what fair end, &.] Since it is be 


all contradiction evident that we have a natural ſe 
| Feeling of the ridiculous, and ſince ſo good a tea 
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Or praiſe, or beauty mix their partial claim 


Where foul deformity were wont to dwell, ' 
Or whether theſe with violation loath'd, 
Invade reſplendent pomp's imperious mien, 
The charms of beauty, or the boaſt of praiſe. 1 

Aſk we for what fair _ th' almighty fire ad n 

Every — — ' wy 
A column placed by an architect without a Ja heth 
baſe, is laughed at: The ſame column in a ruin cauſeſſan be 
a very different ſenſation. 

And laſtly, * the occurrence muſt excite no 
or vehement emotion of the heart,“ ſuch as terror 
pity, or indignation; for in that caſe, as was < 
above, the mind is not at hn to coemplus 


Whether any appearance not ridiculous be in 


ſpecies and form of the ridiculous, muſt be dete 
by repeated applications of it to particular inſtances. 


may be aſſigned to juſtify the ſupreme Being for: 
ſtowing it; one cannot without aſtoniſhment refleQ! 


the conduct of thoſe men who imagine it is for the ſy ſetti 


vice of true religion to vilify and blacken it witholfhidiculo 
diſtinction, and endeavour to perſuade us that it i 
ver applied but in a bad cauſe. Ridicule is not ee 


Lin | 
on. 
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mortal boſoms wakes this gay contempt, - 200 
ieſe grateful ſtings of laughter, from diſguſt ._ - 


la with mere ſpeculative truth or falſhood. It is not 
In abſtrat propoſitions or theorems, but in actions and 
+  Jaſfſions, good and evil, beauty and deformity, that we 
ad materials for it; and all theſe terms are relative. 
iplying approbation or blame. To aſk then * whether 
ſign.Þ ridicule be a teſt of truth,” is, in other words, to aſk 
tal oflhether that which is ridiculous can be morally true, 
an be juſt and becoming; or whether that which is 
and becoming, can be ridiculous. A queſtion that 
des not deſervea ſerious anſwer. For it is moſt evident, 
What as in a metaphyſical propoſition offered to the un- 
rſtanding for its aſſent, the faculty of reaſon exa- 
ines the terms of the propoſition, and finding one 
which was ſuppoſed equal to another, to be in fact 
nequal, of conſequence rejefts the propoſition as a 
alſhood : ſo in objects offered to the mind for its eſteem 
applauſe, the faculty of ridicule feeling an incon · 
ity in the claim, urges the mind to reject with laugh · 
er and contempt. When therefore we obſerve ſuch a 
obtruded vpon mankind, and the inconſiſtent 
ireumſtances, carefully concealed from the eye of the 
ablic, it is our buſineſs, if the matter be of importance 
p ſociety, to drag out thoſe latent circumſtances, and 
by ſetting them full in view, convince the world how 
tidiculous the claim is; and thus a double advantage is 
WPOined; for we both detect the moral falſhood ſooner 
1 in the way of ſpeculative inquiry, and impreſs the 
H 2 
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I be tardy ſteps of reaſon,. and at once 
minds of men with a ſtronger ſenſe of the vanlty an 
by the application of ridicule. - Us 


| Inconſiſtent with the regard we owe to objects of real 


truly ridiculous a character as ever was drawn, 


then? did the ridicule of the poet hinder the pbilos , 


| why weought not in the ſame manner to rejoct theuls 
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Edoeing pleaſure? Wherefore, but to ad 3064 


error of its authors. And this eee * 


But it is ſaid, Apen ee eee 


dignity and excellence. I anſwer, the practice fairly 
managed can never be dangerous; men may be diſho- 
neſt in obtruding circumſtances foreign to the objeſi 
and we may be inadvertent in allowing thoſe cireum« IF 
ſtances to impoſe upon us; but the ſenſe of ridicule al. 
ways judges right: the Socrates of Ariſtophanes is #8 


True; but it is not the character of Socrates, the > 
vine moraliſt and the father of antient wiſdom. What 


ſopher from detecting and diſclaiming thoſe foreign 
circumſtances which he had falſely introduced in 
to his character, and thus rendering the ſatiriſt doubly 
ridiculous in his torn? No: but it nevertheleſs had an} 
ill influence on the minds of the people. And ſo has 
the reaſoning of Spinoza made many atheiſts ; he has 
founded it indeed on fuppoſitions utterly falſe, but ,. 
low him theſe, and his concluſions are unavoidably 
true. And if we muſt reject the uſe of ridicule, beavſt'F = | 
by the impoſition of falſe circumſtances, things may be 4h 
made to ſeem ridiculous, which are not ſo in themſelves; 
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0 this prompt impulſe urge us to depreſs .. 
4 giddy-aims of folly? though the light 
por truth flow-dawning on th? inquiring mind. | 
ang It length unfolds, through many a ſubtile tie. 00 


low theſe uncouth diſorders end at laſt 

In public evil; yet benignant heav'n 
i be pnſcious how dim the dawn of truth appears 
reat To thouſands; conſcious what a ſcanty pauſe 
iely Prom labours and from care, the wider lot 
ho. t humble life affords for ſtudious thought 
ef o ſcan the maze of nature; therefore (tampt 
The glaring ſcenes with characters of ſcorn, 
bs broad, as obvious to the paſſing clown, 

to the letter'd ſage's curious eye. 

Such are the various aſpects of the W 1 
ne heavenly genius, whoſe unclouded thoughts 
tain that ſecret harmony which blends 
v etherial ſpirit with its mold of clay: 
teach me to reveal the grateful charm 
That ſearchleſs nature o'er the ſenſe of man 
liffuſes, to behold, in lifeleſs things, 
The inexpreſſi ve ſemblance of himfelf, 


reaſon, becauſe by proceeding on fall Rings, 

acluſions will appear true which are impaſſible iu na- 
22K 8 
licule determine. 

* The inexpreſive ſemblonce, &c. 1 This Gmiliende is 
—— amg 
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Of thought and paſſion. Mark the ſable woods , Irh' « 
That ſhade Tublime yon mountain's nodding brow; rom 
With what religious awe the ſolemn ſcene 
Commands your ſteps ! as if the reverend for m 
Of Minos or of Numa ſhould forſake , £4244 
Th' Elyſian ſeats, and down th' imbow'ring glade: 
Move to your pauſing eye! behold th' expanſe - 

Of yon gay landſcape, where the ſilver clouds + 
Flit o'er the heav'ns before the ſprightly breeze: 
Now their grey cinQure ſkirts the doubtful ſun; i | 

| Now ſtreams of ſplendor, thro? their opening veil, 
Effulgent, ſweep from off the gilded lawn * 3420 
Th' acrial ſhadows; on the curling brook, Aus m 
And on the ſhady margin's quiy'ring leaves | 
With quickeſt luſtre glancing: while you vien Then 
The praſpect, ſay, within your chearful breaſt 
Plays not the lively ſenſe of winning mirth 
With clouds and ſunſhine checquer'd, while the re 
Of ſocial converſe, to th? inſpiring tongue 


< 
= 


Of ſome gay nymph amid her ſubject train, © YWhic 
Moves all obſequioos? whence is this eſſect. IT be ſ 
This kindred pow'r of ſuch diſcordant things? Ie foi 


Or-flows their ſemblance from that myſtic tone uchi 
To which the new-bern mind's harmonions pom r IA ſon; 
At firſt were ſtrung? or rather from the links ©FThoſe 
Which artful cuſtom twines around ber frame? Th' at 
* For when the diff 'rent images of things 

By chance combin'd, have ſtruck tho attentive ſod Tw 


With deeper impulſe, or connected long, 


| 5 * har Goqpent opp; Lancer NAN ns; | 
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rh external ſcenes, yet oft th* ideas gain 
Prom that conjunction an eternal tie, 
© YAnd ſympatby unbroken. Let the mind 
Recall one partner of the various league, 
| Immediate, lo! the firm confed'rates riſe, 
And each bis former ſtation ſtrait reſumes ; 
One movement governs the conſenting throng, - 
And all at once with roſy pleaſure ſhine, 
Or all are ſadden'd with the glooms of care. 4 
> I'Twas thus, if antient fame the truth unfold, | 
Ivo faithful needles, from th' informing touch, 
lot the ſame parent-ſtone, together drew - 371 
Ius myſtic virtue, and at firſt conſpir'd | 
Wich fatal impulſe quiv'ring to the pole; Ar 
Then tho' disjoin'd by kingdoms, tho? the main 
Rowl'd its. broad ſurge betwixt, and diff rent ſtars- 
Bcheld their wakeful motions, yet preſery'd * 
n The former friendſhip, and remember d ſtill 
DEITY alliance of their birth: whate'er the line | 
Which one poſſeſs d, nor pauſe, nor quiet knew | 
The ſure aſſociate, ere with trembling ſpeed | 
N 
a 
| 


4 l 


Ike found its path and fix'd unerring there. 
Such is the ſeeret union, when we feel 
I ſong, a flow'r, a name at onee zeſtore | 
I rhoſe long-connetted ſcenes where firſt they — 
OTH 3 back ward thro' her mazy walks 
4 Tuo faithful THY &.] See the elegant poem 
* d by Cardinal Bembo in the character of Lucre- 
hes; Strada Proluſ. vi. Academ. 3. C. 3. 


— 
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Guiding the wanton fancy to her ſcope, | 
To temples, courts, or fields; with all the band 
Of painted forms, of paſſions and deſigns 
Attendant : whence, if pleaſing in itſelf, 
The proſpect from that ſweet acceſſion gains 
Redoubled influence o'er the liſt' ning mind. 
By theſe myſterious ties the buſy pow 'r 
Of mem'ry her ideal train preſerves 
Intire; or when they would clude her watch, 
Reclaims their fleeting footſteps from the waſte 
Of dark oblivion ;' thus collecting all 
The various forms of being to preſent, 
Before the curious aim of mimic art, & 
Their largeſt choice: like ſpring's unfolded blooms” 
Exhaling ſweetneſs, that the ſkilful bee | 
May taſte at will, from their ſelected ſpoils 4 
To work her dulcet food. For not th' expanſe - | 
| Of living lakes in ſummer's noon-tide calm, + 
| Reflects the bord'ring ſhade and ſun-bright heavus 
| With fairer ſemblance; not the ſculptur d gold 
| < More faithful keeps the graver's lively trace, 


| Than he whoſe birth the liſter-pow'rs of art ig 
Propitious view'd, and from his genial ſtar 0 
Shed influence to the ſeeds of fancy kind 144 0p 

Than his attemper d boſom mult preſer ve .. 


The ſeal of nature. There alone unchang'd, 


By theſe myſterious ties, &c.] The act of remem- yo 
rere 
of ideas. ny 
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ner form remains. The balmy walks of May: - 
here breathe perennial ſweets : the trembling chord 
Reſounds for ever in th' abftrafted ear, 

Melodious; and the virgin's radiant eye, A 
Poperior to diſesſe, to grief, and time. 
* Phives with unbating luſtre. Thus at length 

dow'd with all that nature can beſtow, * 
* FThe child of fancy oft in ſilence bends | 
Peer theſe mix'd treaſures of his pregnant breaſt, - 
yich conſcious pride. From them he oft refolyes 
To frame he knows not what excelling things; 

id win he knows not what ſublime reward 
Pr praiſe and wonder. By degrees the mind 2 
eels her young nerves dilate : the plaſtic pow rs 
 Yabour for action: blind emotions beave _. + 
"Wis boſom ; and with lovelieſt frenzy caught, 
om earth to heav'n he rolls his daring eye, 
rom heav'n to earth. Anon ten thouſand ſhapes, 
ue ſpectres trooping to the wiſard's call, | 
Niet ſu ift before him. From the womb of earth, 
ocean's bed they come :_th' eternal heav'ns 
Neloſe their ſplendors, and the dark abyſs: 
burs out her births unknown. With fixed gaze 

marks the riſing phantoms. Now compares | 
eir diff *rent forms; now blends them, now divides; 
larges and extenuates by turns; 
poſes, ranges in fantaſtic bands, 
| infinitely varies. Hither now, 51 1 
thither fluQtuates his inconſtant aim 
1 endleſs choice perplex d. At length bis plan 
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Begins to open. Lucid order dawus; 

And as from chaos old the jarring ſeeds 

Of nature at the voice divine repair'd 

Each to its place, till roſy earth unveil'd 

Her fragrant boſom, and the joyful ſun 
Sprung up the blue ſerene; by ſwift degrees 
Thus diſentangled, his entire deſign 
Emerges. Colours mingle, features join, 

And lines converge: the fainter parts retire ; 
The fairer eminent in light advance; 

And every image on its neighbour ſmiles. 
A-while he ſtands, and with a father's joy 
Contemplates. Then with Promethéan art 

- Into its proper vehicle he breathes 

The fair conception; which imbodied thus, 
And permanent, becomes to eyes or ears 

An object aſcertain'd : while thus inform'd, 
The various organs of his mimic ſkill, Fg 

The conſonance of ſounds, the featur'd rock, And! 


The ſhadowy picture, aud impaſſion'd verſe. IlLoun 
Beyond their proper pow'rs attract the foul © Abaſh 
By that expreſſive ſemblance, while in ſight  YCond, 
Of nature's great original we fcan ng --FPerha 


The lively child of art ; while line by line, 


jp — 


— 
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Into its proper vehicle, &c.) This relates to 
different ſorts of corporeal mediums, by which den 
as of the artiſt are rendered palpable to the ſenſes} 
by ſounds, in muſic; by lines and ern 
by diction, in poetry, &c. | 


OF IMAGINATION. 3111. 
d feature after feature we refer 


Thoſe animating charms. Thus beauty's palm, 
+ Betwixt em wav'ring hangs: applauding love 
+ boubts where to chuſe; and mortal man aſpires 
To tempt creative praiſe. As when a cloud 

Of gath'ring hail with limpid cruſts of ice 
Inclos'd and obvious to the beaming ſun, _ 

Collects his large effulgence ; ſtrait the heav'ns , 
Wich equal flames preſent on either hand 
Irhe radiant viſage : Perſia ſtands at gaze, 

- |. Jappall'd; and on the brink of Ganges waits 
The ſnowy veſted ſeer, in Mithra's name, 
Iro which the fragrance of the ſouth (hall burn, 

Iro which his warbled oriſons aſcend. 
soch various bliſs the well-tun'd heart enjoys, 
Favour'd of heav'n ! while plung'd in ſordid cares 
Th? unfeeling vulgar mocks the boon divine: 
+ 7 YAnd harſh auſterity, from whoſe rebuke 
I oung love and ſmiling wonder ſhrink away, 
IAbaſh'd and chill of heart, with ſager frowns 
Condemns the fair enchantment. On, my ſtrain, 
Perhaps ev'n now ſome cold, faſtidious judge 
Caſts a diſdaiuful eye; and calls my toil, 
And calls the love and beauty which I ſing, 


Ws beauty then a dream, becauſe the glooms 
Of dulneſs hang too heavy on thy ſenſe 
ro let her ſhine upon thee? ſo the man 
- YVhoſe eye ne'er open d en the light of heay's, 


To that ſublime exemplar whence it ſtole. 0 F 


b@The dream of folly. Thou grave cenſor! ſay, T= 
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Might ſmile with ſcorn while raptur'd viſion tells 4% 
Of the gay, colour'd radiance fluſhing 3 "41.99 
Ober all creation. From the wiſe be far 00 
Such groſs unhallow'd pride; nor needs my" fag mT 
Deſcend fo low; but rather now unfold, | 
If human thought could reach, or words onfold," 
By what myſterious fabric of the mind, ' 12284 
The deep. felt joys and harmony of found - +5 
Reſult from airy motion ; and from ſhape 
The lovely phantoms of ſublime and fair. 
By what fine ties hath God connected things 
When preſent in the mind; which in themſelves 
Have no connection? Sure the riſing ſun, 
Ober the cerulean convex of the ſea, 
With equal brightneſs and with equal — 
Night row! his fiery orb; nor yet the ſoul 
Thus feel her frame expanded, and her N | vel 
Exulting in the ſplendor ſhe beholds ; iy 
Like a young conqu'ror moving thro! the pomp -/ 
Of ſome triumphal day. When join'd at eve, f 
Soft-murm'ring ſtreams and gales of gentleſt n 
Melodious Philomela's wakeful ſtrain © + 
Attemper, could not man's diſcerning ear 
Through all its tones the ſymphony purſue; 
Nor yet this breath divine of nameleſs joy _ i 
Steal thro his veins and fan th'awaken'd heart, 
Mild as the breeze, yet rapt'rous as the ſong ? 

But were not nature ſtill endow'd at large 
With all which life requires, tho' unadorn d 
With ſuch enchantment; wherefore then her form 
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0 exquiſitely fair? ber breath perfum'd 492 
I wWirh ſuch ctherial ſweetneſs? Whence her voice 
I Inform'd at will to raiſe or to depreſs | 
Th impaſſion'd foul? — dds 
Which thus inveſt her with more {lovely pom 
Than fancy can deſcribe ? n 
| O ſource divine of ever-flowing love, 19 2 
I And thy unmeaſur d goodneſs ? Not content 
I Wich every food of life to nouriſh mam 
By kind illaſions of the wund ring ſenſe 
Thou makꝰſt all nature beauty to his ee, 
Or muſic to his ear: well- pleas d he ſcans 
The goodly proſpect; and with inward fmiles 
I Treads the gay verdure of the painted plain; 
I Bcholds the azure canopy of heav'n, 
2 And living lamps that over-arch his head 
With more than regal ſplendour ; bends his cars 
II the full choir of water, air, and earth; 
Nor heeds the pleafing error of his thought, 
| Nor doubts the painted green or azure-arch, 
ath Nor queſtions more the muſic's mingling ſounds 
Than ſpace, or motion, or eternal time: 
So ſweet he feels their influence to attract 
I The fixed foul; to brighten the dull glooms 
ot care, and make the deſtin d road of ifs — 
Delightful to bis feet. 80 fables tell. 
1h' advent vous hero, bound on hard exploits, 
I Bcholds wich glad ſurprize, by ſecret ſpells 
I of ſome kind ſage, the patron of his toils, . 
form A viſionary paradiſe diſelos d 
1 
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Amid the dubious wild; with ftreanss, and ſhades, 1 Or 1 


And airy ſongs, th* enchanted landſcape ſmiles, - 
Chears his long labours and renews his frame. 
What then is taſte, but theſe internal pow'rs 
Active, and ſtrong, and feelingly alive | 
To each fine impulſe? a diſcerning ſenſe 
Of decent and ſublime, with quick diſguſt 
From things deform'd, or diſarrang'd, or groſs * 
In ſpecies? This, nor gems, nor ſtores of gold, 
Nor purple ſtate, nor culture can beſtow; 
But God alone, when firſt his active hand 
Imprints the ſecret byaſs of the ſoul. 
He, mighty Parent! wiſe and juſt in all, 
Free as the vital breeze or light of heav'n, 
Reveals the charms of nature. Aſk the ſwain 


Who journeys homeward from a ſummer day's 


Long labour, why, forgetful of his toils 

And due repoſe, he loiters to behold 

The ſunſhine gleaming as thro? amber clouds, 
Ober all the weſtern ſky ; full ſoon, I ween, 
His rude expreſſion and untutor'd airs, 
Beyond the pow'r of language will unfold 
The form of beauty ſmiling at his heart, 


How lovely! how commanding! But tho! heav'a” 


In every breaſt hath ſown theſe early ſeeds 
Of love and admiration, yet'in vain, 
Without fair culture's kind parental aid, 
Without enlivening ſuns, and genial ſhow'rs, 
And ſhelter from the blaſt, in vain we hope 


a 
. 


The tender plant ſhould rear its blooming head, 


Nor 
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Or yield the harveſt-promis'd in its ſpring, /- 342 


Nor yet will every ſoil with equal ſtores 


Repay the tiller's labour; or attend gad 


His will, obſequious, whether to produce 

The olive or the laurel. Diff*rent minds 

Incline to different objects: one purſues, 

The vaſt alone, the wonderful, the wild; 

Another ſighs for harmony, and grace, 

And gentleſt beauty. Hence when lightning fires t 
The arch of heay'n, and thunders rock the ground; 
When furious whirlwinds rend the howling air. 
And ocean, groaning from the loweſt bet. 
Heaves his tempeſtuous billows to the ſæ; 

Amid the mighty uproar, while below _ 

The nations tremble, Shakeſpear looks abroad 

From ſome high cliff, ſuperior, and enjoys 

The elemental war. But Waller longs, 


one purſues 


The vaſt alone, &c. ] See the note on ver. 18. of this 


book. 
Waller longs, &c.] 
O! how I long my careleſs limbs to ey 


nder the plantane ſhade; and all the day 


With am'rous airs my fancy entertain, cc. 
Waller, Battle of the Summer-iſlands. C. . 
And again, 
While in the park I ſing, the liſt'ning deer 
Attend my paſſion, and forget to fear, &c. 
At Pens hurſt. 
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All on the margin of ſome flow'ry ſtream ©  ysp" 

To ſpread his careleſi limbs amid the cool the 

Of plantane ſhades, and to the li” ning deer, 

The tale of ſlighted vows and love's diſdain 

RNeſound ſoft-warbling all the live · long day: 

Conſenting Zephyr ſighs; the weeping rill 

Joins in his plaint, melodious; mute the groves; 

And hill and dale with all their echoes mourn. 

Such and ſd various are the taſtes of men. | 
Oh! bleſt of heav h, whom not the languid ſongs | 

Of luxury, the Siren] not the bribes 

Of ſordid wealth, nor ail the gaudy ſpoils 

Of pageant konour can feduce to leave 

Thoſe ever-blooming ſweets, which from the ſtore 

Of nature fair imagination culfs 

To charm th? enliven'd-fout! What tho? not all 

Of mortal offspring can attain the heights ; 

Of envy'd life; tho? only few poſſeſs 

Patrician treaſures or imperial ſtate ; 

Yet nature's care, to all her children juſt, 

With richer treaſures and an ampler ſtate 

Endows at large whatever happy man 

Will deign to uſe them, His the city's pomp, 

The rural honours his. Whate'er adorns 1 

The princely dome, the column and the arch, "I 

The breathing marbles and the ſculptur'd gold, 

Beyond the proud poſſeſſor's narrow claim, 

His tuneful breaſt enjoys. For him, the ſpring 

Diſtills her dews, and from the ſilken gem | 

Us lucid leaves unfolds: for him, the hand 
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Of autumn tinges every fertile branch 

With blooming gold and bluſhes-liks the morn. — 
Each paſſing hour ſheds tribute from her wing; 
And ſtill new beauties meet his lonely welk; | 
And loves unfelt attract him. Nota bree ne 
Flies o'er the meadow, not cloud imbibes 2264 
r oh Moana > yet bot a fin 


Not a breeze, &c.) That this W 
not appear rather poetically extravagant than juſt in 

philoſophy, it may be proper to produce the ſentimenk 
of one of the greateſt, wiſeſt, and beſt of men on this 
article; one ſo little to be ſuſpected of partiality in tho 
caſe, that he reckons it among thoſe favours for whichi 
he was eſpecially thankful to the gods, that they had 
not ſuffered him to make any great proficiency in the 
arts of eloquence and poetry, leſt by that means he 
ſhould have been diverted from purſuits of more im- 
Portance tg his high ſtation. Speaking of the beauty 


of vniverſal nature, he obſerves that * there is a plea- 


* ſant and graceful aſpeQ in every object we perceive,” 
when once we conſider its connection with that gene- 
ral order. He inſtanees in many things which at firſt 
ſight would be thought rather deformities; and then 
adds, That a man who enjoys a ſenſibility of temper 
* with a juſt comprehenſion of the univerſal order -—» 
vill diſcern many amiable things, not credible to e- 
very mind, but to thoſe alone who have entered into 
| * an honourable familiarity with nature and —— 
. — iii. 2. 


os '/ THE PLEASURES | 
From all the tenants of the warbling ſhade 396% 
Aſcends, but whence his boſom can partake. 1 
Freſh pleaſure, unreprov d. Nor thence partes ' 4 
Freſh pleaſure only: for th' attentive mind, 58 

By this harmonious action on her pow'rs, ; 
Becomes herſelf harmonious: wont ſo long | 
In outward things to meditate the charm 
Of ſacred order, ſoon ſhe ſeeks —__ 


To find a kindred order, to exe 
Within herſelf this elegance of love, 
This fair-inſpir'd delight: her temper'd pow'rs 
Refine at length, and every paſſion wears 
A chaſter, milder, more attractive mien. 
But if to ampler proſpects, if to gaze 
On nature's form where negligent of all 
Theſe leſſer graces, ſhe aſſumes the port 

Of that eternal Majeſty that weigh'd | 
The world's foundations, if to theſe the mind 
Exalt her daring eye; then mightier far 
Will be the change, and nobler. Would the forms 
Of ſervile cuſtom cramp ber generous pow'rs ? 
Would ſordid policies, the barb'rous growth 
Of ignorance and rapine, bow her down 
To tame purſuits, to indolence and fear! 
Lol ſhe appeals to nature, to the winds 
And rowling waves, the ſun's unwearied courſe, 
The elements and ſeaſons: all declare " IA 
For what th' eternal Maker has ordain'd 4 
The pow ts of man: we feel within ourſelves | 
His energy divine: he tells the heart, 
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60 4. He meant, he made us to behold and love 626 
© What he beholds and loves, the general orb 

/ Okt life and being; to be great like him, 

Beneficent and active. Thus the men 

W Whom nature's works can charm, with God himſelf 
b Hold converſe; grow familiar, day by day 

With his conceptions ; act upon his plan; 

And form to his, the reliſh of their ſouls, 
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